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haz apparently fallen in his late eam-
paign through being a vietim of bad com-
panionship.

On motion by Hon. J. E. Dodd (Hon-
orary Minister) debate adjourned,

House adjourned at 8.30 p.n.

- Regislative Hssembly,

Wednesday, Sth July, 1911

Question : Boya Quarry
Leave of absence .. .

Bills ; Qshorne Park Tramw'uys P'u'ruhnsé.' ... 293
Bills of Sale Act Amendment, IE, ., .. 223
Address-dn-reply, fourth day . . .. 2eg

The SPEAKER took the Chair at
4.3) p.au., aud read prayers,

QUESTION: BOYA QUARRY.

My, WISDOM asked the Minister for
Works: What is the price charged for
hlue meial to Governmeni departments,
supplied Ty the Boya quarry for—(1)
dust, {?) %-in. metal, (3) lin, metal,
(3) 1. metal, (3 2in. metal?

The AINISTER FOR WORKS re-
phied: The charges made tu Government
deparlinenis are sufficient to cover work-
ing expeuses, interest, depreciation, sink-
ing fund. etr.

LEAVE OF ABSENCE.

On motion by Mr. LATYMAN leave of
absence tor Lwo weeks granted to the hon.
member for West Perth (Mr. Allen) and
the hon. member for Katanning (Mr.
A B, Piesse) on the grounds of ill-health.

On motion by Mr. LAYMAN leave of
absence for four weeks granted to the
hon. member for Greewough (Mr. Nan-
son). on the gmrounds of urgent private
husiness.
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On  wmoiion by Mre. UNDERWOOD
leave of absence granted to the hon, mem-
ber for Roebourne (Mr, Gardiner} for
three weeks on the grounds of unrgent
private business.

On  motion by Mr. UNDERWOOD
leave of absenve granted fo the hon. mem-
ber for Gascoyne (Mv. MeDonald) for
three weeks on ihe grounds of urgent
private husiness,

BILLS—TTRST READING.
1. Oshorne Park Tramways Purchase

{infroduced by the Premier).

2, Hills of Sale Acl Amendment {in-

traduced by the Altorney General),

ADDRESK-TN.REPILY.
Feurth Day.

Debate vesumed From the previous day.

Me, B J. STUBBS (Subtaeo) : After
ihe very lueid and comprehensive speech
of the hon. the Premier last evening, it
does not seem as if there is need for any-
thing further to be said in defence of
what the Government Lave done, especi-
ally in view of thr verv weak natwre of
the crtieism which has been levelled
against ns. But one marvels that even
sugh weak eriticisiu should he tevelled hy
the Opposition in view of the unbounded
prosperity whieh prevails in the Siate at
the present time.

Flon. Frank Wilson: What about the
memploved?

Mr. B, J. STURBS: The Premier last
evening pointed out the directions in
which this prosperitv was to be seen. T

- venture to say fthat never in the history

of the State since the great hoom days
of the goldfields has such prosperity ex-
isted as we are able to see now in the
building trade in Perth, which prosperity
has existed during the last three years.

My, Harper: Wake up.

Mr. B. J. STUBBS: We have seen
some of the most magnificent buildings
—Dbuildings that would undoubtedly be a
credit to any cify in the world—spring-
ing up, as it were, in the night, and not
only has this building prosperity existed
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in ihe Ciy itself, hut right ihroughout
the envivonments of metropolitan
area. In all our ouiside distries, in the
whole of the eountryv towns of this State,
we have seen the same prosperity whieh
exists in the building industry. There
must be some reason for this wonderful
activity. It is stated very often that a
country does not depend for its pros-
perity upon any Aects of its Parliament.
Whils! it is trne that in good times, when
there are pood seasons, or when the manu-
facturing industries are prospering, a
couniry will progress in the face of ad-
verse legislation and adverse administra-
tion. Therefore, there is a modicum of
truth in that statement, hut, on the other
hand, T elaim thai in times of stress, in
times of bad trade, in times of bad sea-
sons, good laws and a good Administra-
tion can very maleriaily benefit the coun-
try, and we have had this marked pros-
perity during the past couple of years,
in the face of what the Siate has suf-
fered from the Government which has
been i power in the Federal Parhament.
We find that immediately they took office
they closed down the big works which had
been started by their predecessors, that
they discharged practieally all the men
who were engaged on (he naval base, that
they closed down the whole of the work
in conneciion with the undergrounding
of the telephone system, and that they
hampered the Government by, I was go-
ing to say the dastardly action they took
in counection with the sleeper contract,
and yet, in face of all that opposi-
tion right up io this daie, from the Fed-
eral Government, we find a time of pros-
perity existing now, and we ean only put
it down to one canse, namely the magnifi-
cenl treatment which the State Govern-
meni has meted out to the people. T
claim, and T believe that the claim will
be readily admitted by all except the most
hiassed minds, that it was the action of
the Government, their display of such
magnificent faith in the great agricaltural

the

polentialities of the State, at a time when, -

under ordinary circumstances, we would
have had an enormouns slump—it was
that, and that alone, which has brought
about the prosperity to which T have re-
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ferred. It is well known, and I think il
cannot he too often repeated, in face of
the slatements eontinually being made
by members on the Opposition side, that
after the present Government took office,
there was a falling-off in the wheat yield
of over 1% million: hushels. That natur-
ally created a great deal of consternation
amongst the new settlers, the men whe
had ventured their all in putling in what
was their first erop. When it failed they
were faced with nndoubted gloom, unless
a munificent Government went to their
assisfanee, not in the way of charity but
to assist them over a trying lime, believ-
ing, as they and as I helieve, that the
resuli of our erops in a few years’ lime
will more (ban justify the assislance
which the Government has rendered the
seltlers. 1 do not desive te labour the ques-
tion of the assistance which the farmers
have received from the (Government. but
T want to refer {o a few matters which
will give rhe public an idea of what has
heen done. I do not bhelieve that any-
thing which members on this side ecan
gay, or any figures which we can pro-
duee, will have any effeet on members
opposite. 'We know iheir actions during
practiecally the whole of the existence of
this Parliament, and we know their state-
ments will regard te what are known as
the terminal charzes on the agricultural
railways. We knew that when the Gov-
ernment, in their wisdom, abolished those
charges, one after another, members op-
posiie, who elaimed that they were speak-
ing on behalf of the farmers, vose in
their places and szaid that the Govern-
ment had done nothing for the farmers,
that the Government had granted them
nothing by abolishing those charges. The
tannts of hon. members oppoesite, and the
confinued statements that the abolition
of these charges meant nothing to the
farmers, induced the Government to re-
instaie them, and if the farmers are suf-
Pering from those charges at the present
time, they ean lay the blame on the shonl-
ders of members opposite, led prineipally
by the member for Northam (Mr. Mit-
chell).

Hon. J. Mitchell: Certainly not.

Mr. B. J. STUBBS: The figures from
the Agriculiural Bank, as contained in
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the report for the year ended 30th June
last, which was placed on the Table only
a couple of days ago, show that in 1909-
10, under the Liberal Government, there
was advanced £252,000, in the form of
loans, but during that year £151,000 was
repaid, or, roughly speaking, 60 per cent.
of the amount advanced. In 1910-11
there was advanced £283,000 and
£242,000 was repaid, or 85 per cent. of
the amount advanced. In 1911-12, the
first years of the Labour Government's
administration, the amount advanced
sprang up to £403,000, and the amount
repaid receded to £102,000, or only 25
per eent. of the amount advanced. But
in 1071213 the advances increased to
£636,000 and only £33,000 was repaid, ov
only a fraction over five per ceut., prov-
ing conclusively ihe bard times through
whieh the farmers of the State were pass-
ing, They were unable to keep up the
oblipaiions which they had entered into
with the Agricultural Bark, and nothing
can more cloguently show the conditions
which existed in our agricultural areas
during Lhis couple of years in which we
experienced a partial drought. In pass-
ing, I might say that the speech of the
leader of the Opposition the other even-
ing was one of the most extraordinary
1 have ever listened to, He was so de-

void of grounds of eriticistn of the
Government’s policy, or their admin-

istration, that he was forced io place
himselt on the defensive, and he devoted
more than half of his speech to justifying
the defieits which existed under various
Liberal Administrations, as far back as
nine years ago. But there were three
matters which he failed to make any pro-
nonncement upon, He failed to tell the
people of this State that the defiteit
which existed under his administration in
1909 was far greater than the deficik
which exisfed at the end of the last finan-
cial year. The houn. member failed also
to tell the people that the present Gov-
ernment bhad a gradually increasing re-
productive expenditure and, had he taken
the tronble to go through any of the
monthly Statistical Abstracts, he would
have found this valuable information
which he might have given to the people.
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in 1909 his Government spent on the
development of agriculture £150,000 in

‘round figures. 1n the financial year ended

30th June, 1913, the present Government
spent £462,000, or just a little over three
times as much.

Hon. J. Miichell : YWhat did they spend
it on? )

Mr. B. J. STUBBS: The developmnent
of agrieunltore.

Hon. J. Mitchell:
£100,000.

Mr. B. J. STUBBS: In the same year
the hon. member’s Government spent on
water supply and sewerage £80,000, and
in 1913 the Government spent £393,000.
or just a fraclion over fonr times az
mueh.

Hon., J. Mitchetl: All loan.

Mre. B, ). STUBBS: In 1910 ihe bor.
member’s Government spent £450,000 on
railways and in 1913 the preseut Goveri-
ment =pent £1,948,000, ovr more than four
times (he amount.  On nuscellaneous the
hon. member’s Government spent £35,000,
and the present Government spen:
520,000 or more than nine times as
much, and every one of these items which
I have mentioned, ineluding practically
the whole of the wiscellanecus expendi-
ture, has been on reproductive works, and
that is, perbaps, information for the hon.
member for Northam. There was another
matter which the leader of the Qpposition
might have given the public a little in-
formation upon. and it is that, althongi
he complained that the preseni Govero-
ment have borrowed sueh au enormous
amount of money, the percentage of our
gunsolidated revenue, which goes towards
the payment of inierest and sinking fund
on our publi¢ debt, greatly decreased dur-
ing the couple ¢f years which the Labour
Government have heen in office. In
1N08-9 the figures were 28.20 per cent; in
1009-10, they were 29.10 per cenf.; in
1910-11 they were reduced to 28.01 per
cent.; iu 1911-12, the figures dropped to
26,86 per cent.; aud in 1912.13, they
further fell to 25.23 per cent.; a eclear
mdication, [ think, that the present Treas-
urer has indeed kept a wise check and
suleguarded the finances of the State, But
1 Dardly think we can  wonder at the

Abattoirs  took
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leader of the Opposition nol touching on
any of these matlers, because he generally

speaks with his tongue in his cheek, He -

generally, as the Premier pointed out the
other nighi, prepares his speeches in ac-
cordance with the audience he intends to
address. Ior instanee, during the Upper
Honse campaign we find him going te
Fremantle and telling the people therc
that the Government were neglecting the
Fyemantle harbour and deoing nothing to
provide better harbour facilities for the
chief port of the State. He almosi tooi
an express train and raced down to some-
where near Bunbury and told the people
there that the Government were spending
all the money on the Fremantie harbour
and making no provision whalever for
any of the outports of the State. I won-
der, does the hon. member helieve hon-
estlv in his heart that he can gull peopie
with sueh irash as that; that the people
of the Stale are zo ignorant and stupid
that they cannot see through the tacties
of the hon, member; that he can tell the
people one poliey in one part of the State
and turn it round to another policy when
in some other part of the State. I am
satisfied that when the people of the
State have another opportunity of ex-
pressing an opinion they will show the
hon. gentleman and his party, just as
they did on the last oceasion, when they
had an opportunity, that they want a
party that has one policy and one policy
only, a party that is not afraid to tell
the people in every part of the Stale
what they stand for and what their policy
is, Tf there is one thing which the hon.
gentlemen opposite pride themselves nupon
it is their finanecial ability. They elaim
that they are the only people in the world
who know anything about finances, and
they have kept on telling themselves this
so often that they have convineced them-
selves that they are great financial gen-
inses. For instanee, the member for Nor-
tham goes out and talks to the farmers
and settlers and the people at Northam
on finance, He went up there last year
to the show, and this is some of the trash
he got off his chest. He said—

The party to which he (Mr, Mitehell)
belonged managed to free the purse

[ASSEMBLY.]

strings of the financial people and se-
eure a reduction of the intercst rate.
Hon, Frank Wilson: That is a very
pood hit of trash to get off his chest.
Alr. B. J. STUBBS: The hon. member
went on to say—
This had changed now. Money was
scarce and deaver. When the Liberal
party came again to power one of the
first duties would be to make money
easy and chesnp,
The hon. member aclually has the au-
dacity to elaim that he ¢an control all the
finaneial institntions of the world; that Le
has great influence because he bappened
to be (he Minister for Lands in this
State; that his administralion and his
wonderful inflnence is going to make
money cheap right throughout the world.
When the hon. member was speaking aml
telling the people how to make money
cheap, he meant that he was going to
perform it by doing semething which
would be of benefit for the people. I
agree with the hon. member that if his
party, the party pledged to the samu
policy as lhe is, were in control of the
destinies of every couniry in the world
money would he eheap, but we have the
authorify of the finaneial writer of the
Daily Mail, one of the leading Linglish
daily newspapers, telling us how money
is raade dear, and of course it must be
made cheap by a reverse condition of
things, and this is what that writer says.
I do not know whether the hon. member
will pit himself against this gentleman
as an authority.
Hon, J. Mitchell: What is his name?
Mr. B. J. STUBBS: Bot I am sure
the public will uot recognise him in the
same street as the gentleman to whom I
refer.
Hon. J. Mitchell;: What is his name?
Mr. B. J. STUBBS: He is the financial
writer of the Daily Mail, and writing of
the seaveity of money he says—

There is scarcely an underwriting
House in the eity that has not had
seriously to consider the question of de-
¢lining to aecept fresh obligations. The
market for short-term issues is almost
equally congested, and relief cannot be
expected without a slowing down of
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irade, the widespread prosperity of
whieli i< at the voot of the searcity of
noney,

Houn. J. Mitchell : Money fell 1o one per
eent. in England after that.

Mr. B, 1. STUBBS: Tnterest is high
when prosperity is great, when there is a
greal demand for money, because business
is extending in e¢very direction, and 1
agree with the hon. member when he says
that if his party were in power and were
i power in every country in the world so
that they conld have an influence,
money wounld be cleap, because there
would be a period of great depres-
sion existing. But let us try and find out
how the hon. member’s party got on when
they went to the money market in com-
parison with the treaiment wlich the
present Labour Government in this State
received when they also went lo the
money market. Let us see if the finan-
ciers of the old world, who control money
matters, were satisfied with the admimis-
tration of the party to which the hon.
member belongs or if it was of such a
nature fo instil confidence into the people.
We know there was a fair amount of
horrowing going on early last year and
the Londen correspondent of the TFest
Australign writes fhus—

Money is dear these times, as all the
Australian Governments, as well as
other borrowers, are heginning to feel,
but under the circumstances of a dis-
turbed condition in Europe and in view
of the experiences of otlier Australasian
States whieh liave recently gone on the
market, the Western Australian Gov-
ernmeni have reason to be satisfied with
the result of their issue this week of
£1,000000 4 per cent. inscribed stock
at £99. . . . The Government did uot
offer any accrued interest as an in-
ducement so that thev got their money

£1 a hondred cheaper than the Queens- -

land Government when it went on the
market a few weeks ago.

The Queensland Government was eony
trolled by the party to which the hon.
member belongs, and a litle bit later we
bave some further information. The
writer savs—
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The Tasmanian loan of £1,300,000 at
4 per cenl, minimum £99, of which the
Underwriters had to take up 72 per
ceut,, was vesterday quoled at 58, dis-
count.

The Daily Chronicle states thai so
poor a respouse to so atiractive a loan
issue is .a surprise, and has greatly
modified views regarding the prospects
ol another loan in the [uture.
The Daily Mail deciares ibai the
Toilure of the Tasmanian loan is evi-
dence that fhe public nowadays will be
satisfied with nothing less than 5 per
eent. interest even with sound security
offered.
S0 we find from ibese two statements that
Queensland and Tasmania, fwo countries
which were controlled by those eomposed
of the parly to which the hon, member
belongs, had a very sad experience in com-
parison with the experience which the
Labour Government of this Stale had
when they went to the money market.

Hon. J. Mitchell: They did not pay
any more than vou paid, and they got
their money.

Mr. B. J. STUBBS: The hon. mem-
her is either deaf or refuses fo hear.

Hon. J. Mitchell: You paid six months’
interest,

Mr, B, J. STUBBS: I quoted to show

- that the TLabour Government got their

money one per cent. cheaper than the
Tasmaniun Government did.

Hoen. J. Mitchell : After all the eharges
aud interests are allowed thev did not.

Mr. B. J. STUBBS: The hon. mem-
ber brings in all the other charges. Does
not the Queensland Government and the
Tasmanian Governmeni have to pay
charges just as this Governmeut does? .

Hon. J. Mitchell: Not always just the
same, We have {o pay interest some-
times.

Mr. B, J. STUBBS: The hon. mem-
ber talks like a novice sometimes. I will
quote a little further to show that his
statement is not a eorrect ome. There
was another loan that the Government of
this State secured, and the London cor-
respondent of the West Australian again
states——
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The Western Australian Government
were well advised to issue their loan of
a million 3% per cent, inseribed stock
al the moment they did, for had they
wailed «a little longer it is probable
in view of the fact that other and big-
ger issnes are about to come on the
market, that there would have been
great difficulty in raising money at a
reasonable price.

Then it goes on to say—

The 33 per cent. stock is a new is-
sue, but as the amounts of interest
works oul in relation to the price ob-
tained it pays better at the present
time to place a loan at 3% per cent.
than at 3%, for at the laiter rate the
inferest, taking the price obtainable in-
io aecount, works ouf aft about the same
or a {rifle more than 334 per eent. at
£99, of which nearly the whole amount
is realised net. So that in the long
i at 334 per cent. the Government
pays over the whole period of the loan
about the same rate of inferest and ob-
tains more money.

So we find that finaneial expert stating,
and I think proving conclusively to any-
body who wails to be convineed, that it
paid far better at that time to place a
three and a three-qnarter per cent. loan
than a three and a-half per cenf. loan,
becanse the exira amount subserthed did
not make more than the difference in the
_interest, and ihe Govermment had the ad-

ditional money on which fo work; so that
the argument the hon. member wishes to
bring forward, that although we ay
have got better terms than some of the
Liberal Governmenis of the other States,
we had ihe charges of floating the loan to
pay, is to my mind, an absurd one, be-
canse every Government that floails a loan
has the charges to pay irrespective of the
interest at whieh they get the loan. There
is another matter which I wani to refer
to briefly at the present time, because it
is one on which a great amouni of publie
aftention has been concenirated and that
is the price of meat, We are hearing a
lot from members of the Opposition in
speeches in the eountry, and also through
the press, regarding the price of meat in
this State. but 1 think that the Premier

last evening proved conclusively from
stalisties which will not be questioned,
that the eost of living has increased in
every other State by a fairly consider-
able amount, whilst in this State it has
decreased, and I believe that the two main
iterns which show a decrense in Weslern
Australia are rents and meat. [ desire
to give to the House and to (he country
a few items which have been elicited by
the Federal Roval Commission from some
of those who are in control of the meat
mdustry in varions States of the Com-
monwealth, and in passing T would like
to say that the Commonwealth Govern-
ment adopled a most extraordinary atti-
tude. Mr. Cook has admitted in the course
of speecher delivered in varions places
that the big enmpanies which practieally
form the Ameriean Meat Trust had a
fooling in Ansfralia, and while admitting
that thex are here. hie appointed a Royal
Commission fo flad out whether they arve
here or not.  Mr. Clarke, M.T..C., of Vie-
toria, who Is engaged in lamb producing
in the northern irrigation arveas, stated in
the course of his evidence before the
Raval Commission—

If the Ameriean meal {rust tackles
Vietoria seriously, the local firms may
have a combine and we wonld be in the
arip of the trust. My chief fear is that
in the next few vears we will find the
London market so coutrolled by the
Ameriean {rust that ne retail buteher
could buy against it. One way of meet-
ing this would be for the Comumon-
wealth Government ov the Stabes, act-
ing togéther, to starl a meat and pro-
duece market in londou,

I hope the hon. member for Northam
listened to (hat siatement, because it is
one in which he ought to he vervy mueh
interested.  Mr. Howard Leslie, Mel-
hourne manager for Messm=.  Sims,
Conper & Co.. exporters of froven meat,
when giving evidenee stafed in answer
to Mr. Bavin that the export of sheep by
his firm Bad inereased from 73,000 in
1912 (o 270,000 in 1913, T think it well
thal this faet shonld be niade known in
Western Australia, beeause this ‘State,
(meenstand and the Northern Tervritory,
comprise the prineipal parts of Australia
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wheve cattle wud shieep raiging is eavried
on,

[ The Speaker reswmed the ¢ hair.]

Hon, 1. Mitehell Seuth Wales
and Vigloria too.

AMr, B, J. 8TUBBES: I wanl to show
alsu the exteni to which the export ol
mutéon. principally, s making inroads
intoe our slock in Australia, It has been
admitted that the meat export trade has
started only in the last couple of years,
and we bave informarion from 1he Siock
Diepartment of Soulh Australin showing
the decrease of the slock in that State.
In 1913, compared with the preceding
year, catile decreased by 30,513, sheep by
408,432, and pigs by 3,713. We also have
informalion through the Press thal a
record shipment of beef left l'ort Ade-
laide on 4th February. The consignmenl
included 643 fore-quarters and 728 hind-
quariers for T.ondon; 93 packages. 2185
fore-quarters and 2,152 hind-quarters fov
Liverpool: and 146 packawes for Glas-
gow; and in addition, 777 careases of
frozen lamh and 436 ecarcasez of Frozen
muiton were senl away. Thus lhe export
of meat from Ausiralin has assumed
wvigantie proportions, ‘

Hon. J. Mitchell: What are we going
fo do with 1it? We must sell it somewhere.

Me, BT STURBS: T am not (roubling
about that. T want to prove that we in
thiz= State should fake steps to protect
the consumer.  Another wilhess in giving
evidence hefore (he Roxal (Commission
nude the following admission—

Last year the price of fat cattle was
from £10 to £14. and now the price is
from £14 to £18.

Hon. J. Mitehell: Tz that in Western
Austealia?

Mr. B. J. STUBBS: Thai evidence was
given in Melhourne, Mr. Kidman, who
15 recognised as the eattle king of Aus-
tralia, stated o few years ago that there
would be no more cheap meat in Austra-
lia. and that the time had ended when
there wonld he enmpetition hetween the
big catile producers. T am econvinced
thal that time has arrived.

Haon, Frank Wilson: Shortage of =up-
1lis, vou mean?

I, B2 STURES: Yes,

New

Hon. Frank Wilson: Well, what have
you done to increase supplies?

Mr, B. J. STUBBES: There is a short-
nge, and we are allowing an exportation
which 15 not justified, Any country would
he foolish in (he extreme v allow its
natural products 1o be exported in such
gquantities as 1o make the price prohibi.
tive in the loeal market.

Hon, Frank Wilson: Why, that is the
poliey of your Government. You advo-
cated exporiation on lhe hoof {o Java and
Manilla and (huse places; no freezing
waorks, export. That is the report of the
Minister for Works.

Mr. B, J. STUBBS: I think (hat is not
correct.

Hen, IFrank Wilson: Oh yeg, T Lhave a
copy of it. X

My, R, J. STUBBS: The Government
might have opposed ihe proposal to ereet
freezing works by private enterprise or
to subsidise private enterprise,

Hon. Frank Wilson: No, the Govern-
wment opposed the evection of freezing
works,

My, B, J. STUBBS: The hon. mem-
her’s poliey waz to subsidise private en-
lerprise,

Fon. Frank Wilson: No, it was for
Government freezing works, and your
Government advocaled the export of cat-
tle on the hoof in place of tt. The hon.
memhber should look up the veport of
the Minister for Works.

Mr. B. J. STUBBS: The lon, member
wuaranteed €73.000 free of interest for
three vears to a privale eoinpany to es-
tablish freezing works at  Wyndham.
Thai is the policy which members on the
Government side of the FHouse oppose,
and T would oppose i to-day.

Hon. Frank Wilson: No, il was not.
You are opposed to State freezing works,

Mr. B. J. STUBBS: No, I am not.

Hon. Frank Wilson: That is what your
(Fovernment are opposed to.

Mr. B. J. STUBBS: Freezing works in
the north of this State are an absolute
neeessity.

Hon, Frank Wilson: But the Govern-
ment have pronounced against them.

Mr. B. I. STUBBS: I will quote the
Pasioralists’ Rewview to show the object
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in getting freezing works into private
hands. This publieation states—

As long as we can remember the agi-
tation has been woing on for freezing
works in the far norith-west of Austra-
lin. First of all we are assured that
cither 1he Western Australian Govern-
ment, the Bovril Company, or the catile
owners intend to ereet works at Wynd-
ham. Nothing eventuates. Next we
hear that the Federal Government are
zoing to put up works at Darwin;
then that a private eompany is going
to do it. Nothing is settled. Meantime
caltle owners get about €4 per head for
caltle 1hat would probably sell at from
£10 to £14 per head were works avail-
able.

They ave metting £4 per head for catile
which they would probably sell at £10 to
£14 per head if freexing works were
available.  If the cattle now selling at
£4 per head are to hring £10 to £14 wiih
freezing works, what will the cattle whieh
are now selling at anvthing from £10 to
£12 bring?  Immediately any Govern-
ment in Australia allow private enter-
prise to erect freezing works and conirol
them. thex will be handing over the peo-
ple of Australina, bound and manacled.
to one of the most oppressive trusts ex-
isting in the world. T am eonvineed that
there is a necessity for freezing works
in the north of this State,

Hon, Frank Wilson: Why do von op-
pose their erectipn hy the State?

My, B J. STUBBS: T believe Lhai the
loss in weight of eatile during a long
sea vovage is &0 great that it not only
makes the ment expensive by the time it
reaches the metropolis, but it eauses the
meat lo lose a great deal of its nuiri-
ment. 1 realise also that it is impos-
sible to afilise for meat supplies eatfle
which are not in sufficiently prime condi-
tion to bring down by boat or to travel
down if the season were sufficiently good
for travelling, The establishment of
freezing works is a necessity, bnt T hope
that the day will never ecome when the
Government will allow the ereetion of
these works hy private enterprise. be-
eanse so sure as they do, they will be
i_issjsting in a marked degree ene, and T
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believe more than one, of the trusts which
have played such havoe wof only wilh
the people, but also with the cattle raisers
in every country where they have found
a footing,

AMr. Ellioit: Your Government are do-
ing it to-day. They are establishing
private enterprise in Geraldton, and they
are snbsidising it.

Mr. B. J. STCRBS: I am against the
subsidising of private enterprise,

Ton. W. C. Angwin (Honorary Min-
ister) : That is only the statement of the
member for Geraldton,

Mr. B, ). STUBBE: T am opposed to
allowing private enterprise, or snbsidis-
ing private enterprise, to establish freez-
ing works, and, in faet, to allowing freez-
ing works to pass ont of the absolute con-
trol of the Government; hecause, unless
the Glovernment have control of those
freezing works, the people of Australia
have no guarantee that they will get their
meal supplies ai anvthing like a fair or
reasonable price. 1 just wish to quote
whai{ a conple of leading authorities in
Ameriea have had to say with regard to
trusls and combines. 1 wish to show
that the eonsensus of opinion among
people who are competent to judge, is
that to-day it is absolutely useless to
pass laws for the purpose of regulating
these gigantie trnsig; that there is only
one way in whieh yon ean proteet the
peonle’s interests and that that is by the
Government taking eontrol of an indus-
try as soon as ever a frust makes iis pre-
sence felt in that industry. President
Woodrow Wilson, shortly affter taking
office, made the following statement:—

Ameriean industry is not free as
oiee it was free, Ameriean enterprise
is not free, The man with only a little
capilal is finding it hard to get inte
production, and more and more impos-
sihle to compete with the bhig fellow,

Wiiy? Becuuse the laws of this epunt-

try do not prevent the strong from

erushing the weal:,
Mr. Marshall, a well-known publie man
of America, only yuite recenily also de-
livered a very powerful speech which at-
tracted attention from every quarter of
the United States. The report says—
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Mr. Marshall’'s attack upon ihe
trusis is provoking much disenssion
throughont America. He declares that
the frusis are siowly strangling trade,
awl that men are driven inio socialism
wwing to the feeling that the Govern-
inent's efforls to regulate the trusts
have failed.

And that is the experience of every coun-
‘(ry in the world which has wade the at-
templ to regulate these trusls by Act of
Parliamenl.  The only possible chance
for (he people of Australia to cseape
From (hese frusts 1¢ to have Tabour Gov-
ernmenis in- powev in the States, co-
operating with a Tabour Government in
~power in lhe Commonweallh, which is
endenvouring fo pass the referenda pro-
‘posals, whose objert 18 50 to alier the
Commounwealih Constitution as lo enable
the Federal Government to dedl effec-
tively with the trusts by taking control
¢f them when their operation bhecomes
-oppressive on the people. Now, I want
“to express my great pleasure at seeing in
His [Fxcelleney’s Speceh the reference lo
our [rec educational system, the refer-
eiee 1o the faet that we now have frec
education right from our kindergartens
up to our University.  There is, how-
ever, what T may eall o new school of
education making its presence felt in
Ansiralia at the present time, That new
wchool has heen iu operation in the old
eountry for some years. and has made
gigantic strides there. T refer to the
Workers’” Educational Society, a society,
or a movement, wlich has been initiated
for the purpose of enabling those work-
ing men and working women to complete
their education, who were nnable to gain
adequate instrnetion during their sehool-
days, hecause of the faet Lhat many of
them were compelled at an early age to
go out and become wagc-earners. The
movement was designed ‘to enable these
people to study various subjeels under
the guidance of a university professor.
‘Governments in the old country and in
the Australian Stales have recogmised the
henelivieal inflnence which this soeiely is
bhound to have upon the eommunity, and
they have rendered very generous mone-
tary assistonee towards forwarding the
soetety’s pbiects. Tun the seeond year of
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s operation in New South Wales, the
iovernment Lheve gave £2.000 jowards
the movemeni. In Vietoria, during the
first year, a preliminary sum of £300 was
donated: and the Government have pro-
mised for the nex: financial year a sum
aof £1,%50. The Tasmautan Government
have granted £400, and South Anstralia
i now making inquiries with a view to
falling inte line with the other Siales and
rendering monetary assisianee  to  this
movement. Now, the sociely is esta-
lished lLiere in our widst, and has com-
menced 1s work; but it will Feel in the
near futuve the necessity for oldaining
tunds. VProfessar Shand. one of the pro-
fessors of our University, is ab the pre-
gent {ime condueting classes in connee-
Hon with 1le mevement; but, ag the
movement grows, it will be neeessary to
have a professvor who can devote the
whole of his time to it. Therefore it is
essentinl thal funds should be placed at
the, dispusal of the society for the pur-
puse of renmuneraling that professor. I
wish 1o ask the Clovernmenl here, when
a requesl cames along, as it undoubtedly
will, for assistance in rhis ddrection, io
lend ihat request a very generous enr;
beeaunse [ am convineed (hat the move-
ment is one whieh ore than any other
exisling tu-day will prove of lLenefit io
the eommunity. ! want alse to say just
# few words with veeard to ihe constitu-
tion of aur University as it exists to-day,
T am eonvineed, and T believe a oreat
many peaple in the commuonity are con-
vineed, of the necessity for amending the
Al whieh governs ihe University. In
wy opinion, the Aet was drawn on en-
lively wrony lines, inasmuch as it places
0 much power in the hands of Convoea-
tion that practicalls in a few years Con-
voealion will be in a posilion to dominate
ihe Senate of the insiitution. TIn faet, it
scems as though that Hme has come
already. At all evenls, in the near
fnbure. in n verv few years, the position
will he thal Cenvoeation can have a ma-
jority of lhewr own members on the
Senate. und ean then practically make
the Senate couform to the will of Con-
vocalion.,  That was never intended.
Certpinly it was never iniended by the
framers of the University Act.  Their
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intention was thal the Senate should be
snpreme, that Convocation should merely
have advisory powers, T trosl, there-
fore, that an efforf will be made, and
hefare  very long, to hring about an
amendment of thix nature. {aking awny
such rowers from Convocation, a body
whieh is composed simply of those who
have oblained a university degree in
practically any pavt of the world. T
hope that the Aet will be so amended as
lo give every seelion of the ecommunity
represenfalion upon the Renate of the
University. 1 wish also 10 make a few
remarks with regard to the expenses of
the Universitv. The olher day T asked
& question on thie zubject, but the hon.
the Premier stated that ihe information
woild have o be asked for hy way of
motion for a return; aml T have there-
fore woved for a return, whieh, however,
is not yet available. T was desirous of
aseertaining what revenue the TUniver-
sity were deriving from lands which have
been placed at fheir disposal by the
grant.

Hon. W. C. Angwin (Honorary Minis-
ter) : Only from the lime kilns at North
Fremantle.

Mr. B. J. STUBBS: That was my idea,
too. I had that notion from my know-
ledee of a great deal of the lands. and
I am satisflied that the same position
of things is likely to remain, under pre-
sent conditions, for many many years. T
say that the conditions governing the Uni-
versity lands, the conditions under which
those lands have been handed over by
the Government to the University for
eidowment purposes. arve absolutely ab-
surd. Hon. members opposite state that
they object to the leasehold prineiple.
It was their Government, however, who
placed in this University Aet what T con-
sider the most absurd leaschold eondi-
tions that have ever cxisted in Australia.
The conditions are on a par, practically,
with the leasehold conditions which ex-
ist in the old country, where there is.
of eourse, an inordinate demand for land.
But to say that lands ean only be leased
for a term of 21 years, aud for huilding
purposes, wilh the consent of the Senate
—previously it was with the consent of
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Lhe trusiees—for ninety-nine years, is to
place n condition on those lands which
prevenis them from being used anywhere
within a reasonable length of time. T
do not believe that for the next fifty
vears people eould be got to take up that
University land, situated where it is, on
the conditions whieh are laid down to
movern the leaging of that land. Prob-
ably the Government wish to enable the
University to derive somme revenue from
thiz land. and thereby relieve the Gov-
ernment to that exteni; becanse what-
ever amount the University derive from
their land the Government will nol be
obliged to {ind for the purposes of up-
keep of the University. Tf the Govern-
ment desire to make conditions which
will enable the University to lease some
of their land, then they should alter the
Act so as to allow tlie land to be leased
under the sume.conditions as apply under
the workers®' liomes system to-day. Then,
I believe, vou will find any numhber of
people willing to lease the land, not only
for building, but for various other pur-
poses.

Mr, 8. Stubbs: They do not like the
leasehold.

Mr, B. ). STUBRS: Thev will take the
leasehold.

Afr, S. Stubbs: About one in five
might.
Me, B, STUBBS: The conditions in

the Aet which govern the leasing of the
endowment lands are absolutely absurd.
There is nu question whatever about that.

Mr. E. B. Johnston: They can only
leage for twenty-one years,

Mr, B. J. STUBBS: Yes; and for
building purposes for ninety-nine years.
A number of members opposite have by
interjection ridieuled, and those who have
spoken have also ridiculed, the elaim
which the Government have really made
in Tlis Exeeilency’s Speech that they are
deserving of some praise for the redue-
tion of the infantile mortality in this
State. Of conrse, it is an easy matter
to east ridieule on a subject sueh as that.

Mr. S. Stubbs: Nobody ridiculed it
from this side of the House.
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Mr. B, J. STUBBS: I say that if hon.
members opposite will only take the
irouble to read the hospital reports, and
especially ithe Children’s Hospital re-
ports, since the estabbshment of the State
milk supply, they will realise what opin-
ions are held on this subject by the medi-
cal men in charge of those institutions.
I have spoken time and again to the
doctors at the Perth hospital, and they
have all informed me that they never had
such a splendid supply of milk whilst
they were drawing their supplies from
private dairies. [t goes to show that the
poliey which this party believes in is
nndoubtedly the hest for the community
from every point of view. [ want to re-
commend to the Government a motion
which was passed at that Women’s Con-
ference whicvh sat in Perth a few weeks
ago, and at which representatives of, T
helicve. every women's organisation in
the State were present. They passed a
motion azking the Government to extend
the milk supply so that they might sup-
plyv every family in the metropolitan area
in which there were infants or young
children; and, so that the Government
may have no fear on the matter, T want
to inform them that they will not be
acting withont a precedent, I know that
a lot of hon, members opposite hold that
unless we can show them that these
things are in operation in some other
country

Mr. S. Stubbs:
headed to take it n.

We are too thick-

Mr. B. J. STUBBS: No, but unless we
can show a precedent for it vou are very
likely to look askanee at it. T.et me read
this little extract—

The milk sterilised by electricity,
whieh is being supplied from Liverpool
Caorporation milk depots to about a
thousand babies daily, has been tested
by two professors, and in their report
fo the health commitiee they say that
the keeping properties are increased
and that there 15 a great reduction in
the total numher of hacteria. The
sterilisation is earried on at the Earle
rond depot. where from 100 to 123
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gallons are handled daily, being pnt

into 3,000 bottles,

There you find that in Liverpool the cor-
poration ig supplying wilk te about 1,004
babies daily, realising, as we do here, that
the milk sapply plays a very importait
part indeed in the health of infants, anrl
young children. And then we have sowe
interesting information also from Paris
in eonnection wilh the shuoting of Bavon
Rothsehild a few weeks ago. We ave
told—

Baron Henri de Rotlischild was widely
kuown here for his assistanee to num-
erous charities, prineipally for the fin-
aneing of dairies from which pure milk
was supplied to mothers. Proudhen
imagined that it was these milk depots
that bad ruined his business.

The individual who shot at him imagined
that his livelihood had been interfered
with in some wax because of the baron’s
philanthrepy in  financing these pure
milk supplies so that the benefit might
be extended to wothers. Therefore, I
think the Government have ample justi-
fieation for extending thelr pure milk
supplies to people outside, people who are
not compelled to make use of hospitals
at the present time, but who, if compelled
to vely on the private milk supplies, may
be forced into such institutions.

Hou, W. C. Angwin (Honorary Min-
ister) : The municipalities have power to
do that.

Mr. B. J. STUBBS: Yes, but I do not
think there is muech chance of yettivg
any of the muaieipalities in the nietropol-
itan area to undertake that work, DBuot it
eonld, with very beneficial results to the
community, be extended from that dairy
at Claremont.

My, Elliott: How many cows are you
milking in the metropelitan area to-dav?

Mr. 8, Stubbs: Him?

My, Bolton: Only the State cow, I
think.

Hon, W. . Angwin (Honorary Min-
ister) : One hundred and twenty,

Mr. B. J. STUBBS: Now, there is &
matier about which T feel very deeply,
and that is in vegnrd to the Traffic Bill,
which has been twice rejected hy another
place. and which it iz intended to submit
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that Bill comes up that very vexed gues-
tion of the Perth-Fremanile rond. For
many years past, to my own personal
knowledgze, an endeavour has been made
to find a solntion for the upkeep of that
roul. It has never vel been discovered,
and from present indieations T do not
know that we are going to discover it in
the near futare, The Minister for Woris
s =larted upon the reconstruetion ol
that read. but, there is no question abous
it. there is woing to he a hig and a binter
fizht over ibe pavment of the money for
ihe of ihat reconstruction, 1
want to make this perfeelly ¢lear, T be-
lieve the system of payment which the
AMinister has devised, and to whiel: he has
siven a very great amount of thonghl, is
going to press very heavily wpon some
of the local sovernment boidies hetween
Perth and Fremantie, 1 am convineed
that such hodies as the Clarenont Roads
Board—and  perhaps the Peppermint
Grove and (Colttesloe Beach Roads Boawds
—ot which T have particnlar knowledpe,
will find the payments to be made by that
board in respect to the road so heavy that
ihenr funds will he erippled for many
vears (o eome.

Mr, 8, Siubbs: Crippled?
nol pay il.

Mr. B STUBBS: [ do not believe
thev could: and the Claremont roads
hoard ave in a most unenviable position
hecanse they have anuther voad, the Kar-
rakatta  voad, rnnning hetween the
cetetery and Hre railway  line, every
bit of it in ilieir houndary, and not one
pennyworilh of  rateahle  property on
oither side, and with no fraflie which
henelits them in any way whatever, Sfill,
thev are compelled to keep that road in
proper repair, It is a condition of things
which will have lo be ajtered. It is an
abzolule mnpossibility: it s uufair and
unjust 1o expect a local guvernment body
gurh ax that to keep on using their rate-
payers”  money te maintain in repair
raads which the ratepayvers of that locality
have no inferest in whalever,

Mr. 8. Stubhs:
from.

purpose

Thisy conid

And derive no benefit
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AMr, B. J, 8TUBBS: No more than o
person living in Midland Junction or in
Fremantle—perhaps not so much. T be-
livve the only feasible solniion of this
upleep of main roads, particularly in the
metropolitan area, is eontained jn thar
Traflic Bill. 1 belicve that if the wholz
ol these laeal government hodies, ontside
the cify of 1%ertl—hecause we venlise there
is no ehanee of the city of Perth agreeiny
to it—-would stand fiem shoulder to shoul-
der with the Government and insist upon
the Trallie Bill heing placed on the stal-
ule-hook, we would have a reasonabie
solution ol this main road difftenlty. T
desive to give a few figures showing fairly
clearly what 1 might eall the dog-in-the-
manger attitude which the Perth munici-
pality bas taken up. 1 want to show tha
amount of money which the Perth muni-
cipality eollects from vehicles’ and ecar-
riers’ licenses, 1lie amount of money whicl
all the ofher local government bodies in
the meiropolilan area, with the exeeption
ol Fremanile, collect, and the mileage of
voards which they have within their var-
ious houndaries; and to show the propor-
tion which the licenses of the eity of
Perlh hears to the mileage of roads, and
the same with regard to the other loeal
covernmeni Dodies. This return is FPor
the vear 1912, the latest return I ecould
aef, The Perth munieipality in that year
collected £1,342 in the vehicles licenses and
£29G in earriers’ lieenses, or a total of
£1.568.

Mr. Lewis: It bas increased since then.

Mr. B. J. STUBBS: Naturally, it in-
creases every year, But tlis was the
laiest Government relurn available. All
the other meiropolitan municipalities, ex-
cept Fremantle, which T have left out of
eonsideration allogether, ecollected £677
for vehicles licenses, while the metropoli-
tan roads boards collected £436, and all
the ollier metropolitan wunicipalities eol-
lected £77 for carriers’ licenses, which
mukes a total collection by those bodies
of £1,120. The Perth City Couneil eol-
lected £1,568, and all the other local gor-
ernmeunt bodies from Midland Junection to
Fremantle, exclusive of Fremantle, eol-
lected £1,190, The Perth municipality
Lad at thai date 78 miles 46 chains of
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consirucied sireels aml roads, All other
mmicipalties i the melropolitan  area,
omirting  Mremantle, had 215 miles. and
the roads hoards iy the merropolitan area
181 miles, or a tutal of 396 wiles 20
chains, as against 78 miles 46 chains ad-
ministered by the Perth municipality. The
license fees work out at £20 per mile of
constructed roads and streets in the Perth
municipality; while in respeet of the
other loeal government bodies it
amounts to only about £3 per mile. 1t
is a most unsatisfactory state of affairs.
It is a condition of things which should
not be allowed to exist auy longer; he-
cause the whole of these vehicles which
are licensed in Perth must use far more of
the other loecal government hodies roads
than they do of the Perth Council’s
roads, becanse Perih has only 78 miles
of roads altogether as against the other
396 miles,

My, 8, Stubbs: Then vour contention
is that the fees should he pooled.

Mr, B. J. STUBBS: TYes, they should
be pooled, and distributed amongst the
various local authorities on the mileage of
main roads in their respeetive distriets:
-and if the money is not sufficient to keep
the main roads in repair, the Government
should by subsidy be responsible for the
balance required. 1 believe that that is
the only fair and logical solution of this
main roads question in our metropolitan
area. I believe, if all the outside loeal
governing hodies will stand firm hehind
the Government on fhis question they will
force the City Council to give way with
regard to 1f. .

Mr. 8. Stubbs: That will not get over
the diffienlty of spending this £30.000
on the Perth-F'remantle road.

Mr. B. J. STUBBS: T admil that, The
Minister for Works has just pointed out
that if the Traffic Bill had heen passed
when first intreduced. that that voad
would never have got into its present
state, and the reconstruction would not
have heen necessary.

Mr. S, Stubbs: It has been going to
the bad for years.

Mr. B. J. STUBBS: That is true. I
realise that the Traffic Bill would not get
over the solution of the reconstrnetion of
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the road. 1 helieve that with further ne-
gotiations and a fair syslem of give and
take on lhe part of both sides some sulw
tion of the payment for the reconstroc-
tion of the road ean be reached.

Hon. W. (. Angwin {Honorary Min-
ister) : The Staie are paying for it now,
and still they are not satisfled.

¥r. B.J. SFUBBS: The State are nol
paving for it, The State are paying the
wages of those emploved on it. The Gov-
ernment have laid down a scale of repay-
ment by the local governing authorities
which is going to eripple a nomber of
those authorities.

Hon. W. . Angwin {Honorary Min-
ister) : Repayments by the State?

Mr. B. J. STUBBS: 1In the way of
taking it out of {heir subsidies. That is
only trilling with the question,

My, Wisdom: Tt is repaid by portion
of the State.

Mr. B. J. STUBBS: 1 say that in a
larze number of instances many of these
leeal governing bodies will be erippled.
There is no question ahout that. '

Mr, 8. Stubbs: Tt will eertainly do
that,

Mr, B. J. STUBBS: T helieve that the
(laremont roads board for instanee would
he in a far better position if they handed
over the whole thing te¢ the Government
and said to the Government “You had
hetter control the thing.” That will cer-
tainly be the position into which they will
bhe foreed if they are compelled to pay
the amounts which ave set down. T be-
lieve that the pavments of the amounts
should be extended over a far greater
period, which would make it less, of
conrse, each year. [ helieve that the
amounts should he advanced by the Gov-
ernment at a low rate of inferest, if not
altogether free of interest. T now want
to deal briefly with some of the statements
which the hon. member for York, Mr.
Monger, made last night. He spoke about
the industrial strike, and proceeded to
dilate upon “the tyranny of unions.”

Hon. J. Mitehell: Why don’t yon come
on to the Younanmi troulle?

Mr. B. J. STUBBS: 1 want to say
that the tyranny of unions is only a fig-
ment of the imagination of hon. members



236

opposite. It is a bugbear with them, and
they have allowed this thing lo grow on
them. I do not know if they think it a
good electioneering move, and whether
they think if tbey keep on calling it out
long enongh, loud enough, and strong
enough, they will make the peaple believe
ihat it really exists.

Mr. Harper: Are you eligible to be-
eorme a member of the Trades Hall?

Mr. B. J. STUBBS: I want to say
that the tyranny of employers and of the
employers’ federation is a very live and
very existing tyranny. We had only quite
recently hefore the Interstaie Commission
which sat in Melbourne, some very in-
teresting evidence given by a number of
master printers in that eapital.  Just
prior to that Interstate Commissien we
had a deputation of master printers who
were called “Non-combine Masters Prin-
ters,” those who were outside the combine
waiting upon Mr. Tudor, the Minister for
Customs at that time, who took the depu-
tation in place of Mr. Hughes, the At-
torney General, This deputation asked
him to pass a law to prevent the coercion
and boyeotting and tyranny whieh was
being practised by the combine of master
printers of that City. When the evidence
was taken before the Interstate Commis-
ston some information was elicited, and
the secretary of the masters printers'
combine afferwards came forward to give
evidence, and Mr. Lockyer, one of the
members of that Interstate Commission,
quesiioned him regarding this matter. The
Commissioner said ** Your sole reason for
starting this policy of eoercion was that
the printers who had B85 per cent, of
the printing buosiness in  Melbourne
feared the printers who had only 5 per
cent. 9" The wiiness answered “So far
as T know, ves.” 8o that there were 85
per cent. of the printing firms in Mel-
bourne in the combine, and there were 15
per cenl. outside the combine. They so
feared the 15 per cent. that they took
every opportunity of threatening the
wholesale houses with boveotting if they
supplied anv of these non-combine print-
ers, T want to ask hon. members, especi-
ally thosc sitting on the opposite side of
the Honse, if they ean point out any in-
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stance of a similar state of affairs in
connection with unionism.

Hon. J. Mitchell : How about Millars?

Mr. Carpenter. That is employers’
tyranny.

Mr., B. J. STUBBS: I want to deal
with that case before I conclnde my re-
marks. There was no tyranny in eon-
nection with Millars’ ease at all.

Hon. J. Mitehell: Absolute {yranny.

Mr. B. J. STUBBS: The non-unionists
there, in common with non-unionists in
every country in the world, are enjoying
the benefils which uuionists have foughi
for and paid for, Members opposite are
very fond of saying that they believe in
trade unionism, buf do not believe in
political unionism.

Hon. J. Mitchell: We do not at all.

Mr. B. J. STUBBS: 1t is not many
years ago sice you opposed every kind
of nnivnisin.  Unionism from the very
earliest ages of what is called the indus-
Irial revolution in England has had to
fight against oppression and against in-
jusiice, when through long centuries of
fighting, stroggling and seffering they
have reached the state which they have

. to-day, where nmonism is not only recog-

nised by law, but where unionism is
necessary under our laws for the preser-
vation of industrial peace——

Mr, Harper: Tyranny,

Mr. B. J. STUBBS: Becanse none but
registered unions-can approach the Arbi-
tration Court,

Hon. J. Mifchell: That is not right,
though.

Mr. B. J. STUBBS: Is the hon. mem-
ber serious in that inferjection?

Hon. J. Mitchell: Tt is neither right
nor fair,

Mr. B. J. STUBBS: You do not kmow
what you are interjeeting about. Tf you
say thal this is not true that only indus-
trial unions

Hon. J. Mitehell: That is only too true,
but not fair.

Mr, B. J. STUBBS: That only indus-
trial ‘unions can approach our Arbitra-
tion  Court. Therefore, the onus 1is
thrown upon the trades union and upon
trades unionisis to preserve industrial
peace. -
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Hon, J. Mitehell: T wanl to alter that.

My, 130 STUBRS: I thai is so, and
if the workers are enjoying privileges
amd henefits and reimuneralion which or-
ganised labour lias won for them, 1 say,
as T satd in diseussing the Arbifration
Act in this Chamber a couple of sessions
ago, ihat it shguld be made ecompulsory
that every waorker in an industry should
be compelled to join the trades union in
conneciion with that indusiry.

Hon, J. Mitehell: We do not think so.
TMre BT STURRS: That is all that
the earpenlers of Millars' desivred. They
did not desire to deprive any man of
his livelihood. They gave the non-uniph-
ists the opportunify lo, and they desired
aml begged that (hey should, beecome
members of the nnion, 1t is idle twaddle
for anyhody to say that these men did
not wish to join beeause this was s poli-
tical union. No man can be bound as to
how he shonld vote, because he happens
to be a member of a political nnion.

Mr. Harper: He has to pay for it all
the same.

Mr, B. J. STUBBS: If any attempt
was made to coerce a man in regzard to
his vote, it is only human nature to suj-
pose that such a man would retaliate hy
voting in an entirely opposite direetion
to that in which he had led his comrades
to believe he would vote. You ecannct
compel a man to vole against his will.
and furthermore there is no one who
can tell how he is voting. Tyranny of
the most vile kind has heen praetised hy
the emplovers’ federation, It is a most
seandalous aetion that, because a few
men who have a dispute with one firm
and who leave their work, the employers
shounld combine tozether to loek out from
their work thousands of their workmen
with whom they had no dispute, and to
conipel the wives and families of these
workmen to suffer havdship when there
was no cause for it whatever.

Mr. Lewis: Tyranny.

Mr. B. J. STUBBS: Tyranny of the
vilest and grossest characler. Although
I am one of them who does not helieve
in eriticising or finding fault with the
judgments which are delivered by the
Courts of Justice, T wanl to say that in
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this instance ihe judgment of the Cowrt
was to my mind the mosl extraordinary
Judgment T have ever heard of.

Hon, J. Mitchell: They always are
when they are against you.

Mr. B. J. STUBBS: Here is a july-
ment where the Jndge practically savs,
reversing that well-known maxim it
two wrongs do not make a right, that if
the earpenters of Millars’ went out on
strike all the other employers belonging to
the employers’ federation were justified in
comnbining together and loeking ont their
employees to compel the carpenters who
had been employed by Millars’ to come
haek.

Hon. J. Mitchell: They had to come
hack in the end.

Mr. B. J. STUBBS: Not only was the
action of the employers’ federation abso-
lulely nnjustified, not only in my opin-
ion was the judgment of the - Court
wrong, but T say that the employers’
federation are going on, and to-day are
endeavouring to bring about a big in-
dustrial upheaval in fthis metropolilan
area. To my mind that is the only object
they have in view. Their ideas are to at-
tempd to have an industrial upheaval be-
cause fhere are two elections pending,
one the Federal elcetions which are prae-
tieally upon us, and the other the State-
eleelions which are coming in the near-
future,

Hon. Frank Wilson: Absolute rubbish.
You want to stiv up a {ronble,

Mr.-B. J. STUBBS: Members of the
employers’ federalion to-day have gone
so far as to refuse to pay the recognised
rate of pay since the men have returned
to work.

Hon. Frank Wilson:
award, 15 there not?
force it.

Mr. B.J. STUBBS: Also when they en-
tered into an agreement with the men to
go back to work, they wndertook to re-
place every man who had been eémployed
prior to thal trouble, but they have not
kept faith in that regard. I bhelieve
numbers of the men have been vietimised.
They have been prevented from returning
to their work and earning their livings.
Hon. members opposite preach about the

There is an
The men can en-
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tyranny of unions. The iyranny of
unions is not a eircwuslance as compared
with the tyranny praciised by the em-
ployers and the employers’ federation.
In conneetion with the matlers which the
hon. member for York mentioned,
namely, the trouble at Youanme, the
manager of the mine, Mr. Walion, is
reeognised as n man who eaunses trouble
in every district into which he goes, IHe
is not five minutes upon any mine before
there is an upheaval. I do not know
whether he is senl round to do the divty
work on behalf of Messrs. Bewick More-
ing, or whether he takes the respounsi-
bility on his own shoulders, [t is, bow-
ever, a well known fact that he never
has charge of any mine long before some
industrial trouble erops up.

Hon. Frank Wilson: Where, where?

Sitting suspended from 6.15 to 7.30 p.m.

Mr.-B. J. STUBBS: Before tea 1 was
denling wilh one of the statemenls
made last evening by the member for
York (Mr. Monger). That member
also trotted out another one of those
worn-out platitudes that the members on
this side of the House are responsible for
all their utterances and actions to gome-
budy outside of Parliament, what he was
pleased to call trades hall domination.
Tt is true that the party at present oceu-
pying the Treasury bench of this State
are formed on a truly demoecratic basis,
thal is, tbat the whole of the members of
the community who are members of this
pariy have an equal voice in drawing up
ke platform and the policy of the party;
it is not left to those who are elected tn
Parliament to say whal the poliey shall
he. A definite plaiform is laid down by
all ihe members of the organisation and
the humblest wember in our ranks has an
equal say, even with the Premier, in
drawing up the platform and ihe poliey,
and whilst membiers are bound by that
poliey after it is agreed lo by a majority
of members of the organisations assem-
hled in congress, on every other point, and
every other malter of prineiple, which
somes . before merbers in. this Houze,
members are freer, T might say, than are
menmbers sitling in Opposition in regard
to it. We have on'v to look through the
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secords of Lhis House for the last three
vears, during the ierm of office of this
Governmeni, to learn the lruth of my
slatement, On every division, with per-
haps one or two cxceptions, members on
(his side of the Flouse have been divided,
but on every oceasion we have found that
members on lhe Opposition benches have
voled as a solid phalanx.

Hon. W, C. Angwin (Honorary Min-
ister) :  With one exeeption, when the
mwember for Northam (Fon. J. Mitehell)
voted for preference to unmionists.

Me. B, J, STUBRS: Bul what is the
position of the party which members op-
posite represent? We find that every
member can go oul to the country seek-
ing the suffrages of the people and place
hefore fhe people lheir own particular
views, and they have as many platforms
and as many volicies as there are candi-
dates seeking election. But we find even
something further than that, and if we
peruse what is put before ihe public as
a uvlatform of that party, we find—as
the London 7Times has declared within
the last few weeks of their party in the
Federat Honse—Ihat their poliey is
purely a poliey of regaiion. You can go
through their plaiform and vou will find
they are opposed io this and opposed to
that whieh is advoeated by the Labour
parfy, and on a few items—maiters
which the Labou» pariv have brought
into the forefront of politieal contro-
versy—they jnmp in and sapport these
measures. 1 want to prove ihe iruith of
that statemeni by rveferring to two of
their plaiforms. These two platforms
were published {o the world with an in-
terval of abouf 12 months. During that
12 months there had not been a Siate
election and many of the things which
were on their platform on the firsi ocea-
gion, the 7th February, 1913, did noi find
their way on tc the statnle-book, so that
there was no need for the alteration of
the platform from that point of view,
But on the 26th Fabruary, 1914, we find
them coming out with a fresh policy,
with a Jot of new mnatter, and that matter
was only placed there because of the fact
that it had been bronght prominently be-
fore the people by the Labour Govern-
ment. Tn the platfarm which they pub-
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fished in 1913 1herr wos no wmention of
the bulk-handling of wheat, bul in the
nmeantime the present Government bad
appointed a commission lo inquire into
and report upen this matter. That com-
wission hrought in a very eomprehensive
report, the findings of which are en-
Jorsed by practieally every one of those
people who are inlerested in the subject.
Therefore, our friends rush in with an-
.other platform. ‘“There was no need for
it whalever, but (o show to the public
what 2 great ‘ntevest lhey are taking in
this matter they come out with a fresh
platform with this question in the fore-
front of if. A liille later we find this
position occurring: thal the Federated
Chambers of Commerce of Australia,
whase members, T think il will be readily
agreed, are supporters of the party re-
presented hy my [riends opposite, had
their rongress in Perth. and that asso-
ciated congress furned down the proposi-
tion of [he butk handling of wheat. They
were opposed o it. We want (o [ry and
find ont what wag i that made them op-
puse the system.

Flon. .J. Mitehell : Hetter ask them.

Mr. B0, STUBRBS- We have some-
times (o get our ideas by inference, and
T have endeavoured to do =0 on this eecn-
sion. The only reason that 1T can see is
thai in some of the Fasiern Stales wlere
they have had eommissions inquiring into
the question a= well as in this State, those
commissions were unamimous aboui the
ilder that elevators, which it is necessary
thould be placed threughout the country
as well as at the vorious ports, should be
operaled and controlled by the Govemn-
ment, [t means Inat, as an inilial step
fowards the exportation of wheat, an in-
dependent commission has laid it down
that it is necessary that it should be in
the hands of ihe Government. It means
that the system eventnally will have to be
extended, and that the whole of the con-
trol of the export, right from the time
the grain is taken off the farm to the time
when it is distributed to the eonsumer,
will everrtually be controlled by the ‘Gov-
ernmeni.  Then many of the middlemen,
wha fo-Jay are undoubtedly reaping a
large benefit simply from the fact that
the wheat paz<es Ulirongh ¢heir handg in
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name only, beeause they do nothing fo-
wards aclually handiing the wheat, will
be deprived of that opportunity of doing
so, and the producers will be relieved of
that oppression, because there can be no
doubl it is an opjpression when the mid-
dleman ean extract a large amount of
weallh hoth from fhe producer and the
consumer wifhout returning an adequate
eompengation. e find also that in the
plaiforms of our friends they are so con-
fusad in their ideas between Federal and
State polities that {bey place npon their
State platform redunced customs taxation
on food stuifs, clothing, and agricultural
machinery. What object can they have
in placing snch a plank as that uvpon
their State platform? Simply to try and
make the general pablie, who do not take
a ceep interest in politieal matters, be-
lieve that (he State Government ave re-
sponsible for enstoms dutiés. Not that
I helieve the gensral run of people in
Austealia would eondemn any Govern-
ment for if, hecause we find to-day that
even in spite of the fact that the Coun-
tey parly, which is o schism from the
Liberal party, stunds pronouneed as a
free-trade party, whilst the Prime Mims-
ter has pronounced himself as in favour
of protective duties,  Another matter
whicl the Liberal pnrty find necessary to
place upon their p'atform hecause of the
netion  whieh the Labour Q@Government
look, is in  connection with irrigation.
Tha( did not find a place on their plat-
form in February, 1913, but in the mean-
lime the Lalhour Uovernment infroduced
& Bill to make it possible to bring about
icrigation in this State. In Febmary,
1014, the Liberal pavly came out with
their plaiform, whieh ineludes also irm-
zalion and clozer settlement.

Hon. .T. Mitchell: We Lad irrigation in
1909,

The Premier: The only irrigation you
are responsible for is not waler, but
liguor.

Mr. B. J, STUBBS: Our friends are
not sincere. They put these things on
their platform when the Labour party
ereates o favourable opinion on them, hut
they take good care that their members
in another place do not pass the mensures
into law.
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Mr. Thomas: Yon never suspected (hem
ot being sincere, did yon?

Mr. B. J. STUBBS: | desire to con-
grafulate the PPremier and the (lovern-
ment upon having at last sneeeeded in
getiing o definite vontract binding the
Cook Gevermment down with regard to the
supply of powellised karri sleepers, i
struek me (hat the Federal Government
were very anxions (o hring about a setile-
ment of this question immedialely ihere
wax it prospect of an election.,  They
showed no very great haste prior fo that
time, but immediately there was a pros-
pect of an eleclion they conld not take
aetion quickly enongh.  They even went
to the trouble to send an officer all the
way from Melbourne to I'erth to selile
the matter, T want to show what a back-
down the Cook Government have made.
Their first contention was thalt powellised
karri sleepers were unsuitable for fhe
raitway amil anether contention was thal
there had been or was likely to he delay
in sapplving the sleepers,

Hon, J_ Alitehiell : There was a delay.

Mre. B, ). RTURBBS: 1n reeard to the
first contention, they appointed a Royal
Commission to inguire into the use of
powellised karri sleepers,

Hon. J. Mitchell; They have ordered
powellised karri sleepers.

Me. B, J. STUBBS: T wish the hon.
member would listen for a mowent,

Mr, U'nderwood: And not make those
uncouth interjections.

Mr. B. T, STUBBS: Before the report
of that Royal Commission was presented,
ihe Federal Government signed a con-
tvact which proved conelusively that they
themselves did not believe that karrl was
unsuitable for the Trans-Australian rail-
way, If there has been a slight delay
hecause of unforeseen eircumstances
which ocenrred during the erection of the
mills, it was aggravated by the action of
the Federal Government in interfering
with the original contract. T am clearly
of opinion that the bulk of the sleepers
whieh will be used in this great railway
projeet will be of powellised karri, An-
other matter to which T was pleased lo
zee a veference in the Speech is that of
constitutional reform.
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Mr. Loander: i is wanted badlx.

Mr. B J. 8TUBBR: The (ime has av-
rived when o democratie eountry like
Australia ean no longer allow a (Chamber
which is vepresentalive of only a very
small section of the community to thwart
the lewislation desired by a majority of
the people. With regard to the Brilish
Parliament, whiel is recognised as the
mother of Parliaments. all power has been
taken from the House of Lords eseepi-
ing the power to delay a measure for 3
perivd of twe vears, but after that time
the Tlouse of Lords is impotent (0 wark
any  torther mischiet in vegard (o any
particular measorve. | desire to quote a
few figmres will regard (v lhe treatment
meled ont by ancther place to measures
seut up by the present Government in
comparison  with measures sent up hy
previous Governmenlz, In 1908, out of
42 Bills infroduced. 24 were passed by
ihis House. and only one was vejeciod
hy another place.  Tn 1905 36 Bills were
|'aseed by this Clhamber and only one was
rejected by another place, and that was
a private memnber’s Bill dealing  with
vaceination.

My, Wisdom: They were gom! wmeas-
ures,

Mre, B0 STUBBS: [ 191600 55 meas-
ures wure passed by this Chamber, in-
cinding the tamens jerrymandering Biil,
and not one was rejecled hy another place.
In 1911, an entirely diffevent siate of
affairs existed. The Labour Guverameut
were in power and of 27 Bills  which
pag=ed this House, four were rejecled oy
anolher place, Tn 1912, 20 measures were
passed by this House and 10 were rejectel
by another place, Tn 1913, of 36 meas-
ures passed by this (Chamber, nine were
rejected by another place. These figures
show conelusively that hon. members in
another place are not always actuated by
a desire simply to review measures with-
out introducing any party colour into
their work, but that they are influenced
a greal deal by the Government in power,

Mr, Lander: And how it affects their
friends,

Mr. B. J. STUBBS: There are one or
two measures to which it is wise to direet



[8 Jury, 1914.]

attention in order to show that the elaim
of mermbers in another place that they are
a House of review—the seecond thought of
the community, and therefore the better
thought—is totally unfounded. The
Moneylenders’ Bill was introduced into
this Chamber with a certain definition of
“moneylender.” Wlen the wmeasure
renched another place the definition was
altered. Shortly afterwards a case camn
before the Bankruptey Court in which a
gentleman who unfortunately had got into
finaneial diffienlties had to seel the pro-
tection of the Court. Mr. Moss, the
Official Receiver, in his examination dis-
closed that the man had been compelled to
borrow money for which he was paying
the lender 430 per cent. Mr, Moss pointed
out that if the original definition placed
in the Bill had been relained, he could
have prosecated the lender for charging
thal high rale of interest, but under the
Act ns mutilated by another place, he
was prevented from instituting any pro-
ceedings against the lender. Mr. Moss
diveeted the aitention of the authorilies
to the matter and snggested that the Aect
shonld be amended as soon as possible,
and consequently an amending Bill was
rendered necessary to restore the original
definition of “moneylender.”  Again a
Bills of Sale Act Amendment Bill was
introduced into this Chamber and I be-
lieve it was at the request of the Chamber
of Commerce.

The Attorney General: In the first in-
stance.

Hon. J. Mitchell: Not the whole of the
clauses,

Mr. B. I, STUBBS: Every clause in
the measure with one exeeption had the
endorsement of the Chamber of Com-
merce. When the provisions of the meus-
nre were made public that hody offered no
ohjection to them, but one clause was in-
gerted to provide that the wages of a
worker up to one month shonld
have a prior claim over a bill
of wsale and Dbecause that was in-
serted to protect the hard-earned
wages of workers against a  bill
of sale. the measure was rejected by an-
other place, These instances are sufficient
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to prove that the time is more than ripe
for the introduction of a Constitution re-
forii measure,

Hon. J. Mitchell: You do not know the
Bill. .

Mr. B. 4. STUBBS: I congratulate the
Government on facing this question and
I hope they will attaek it in a courageous
manner,

Hon. J, Mitchell: What abont my
amendment whielh was rejected by you,

The Attorney General: It was an
amendment to the Sale of Goods Act and
not the Bills of Sale Aet. It was ruled
out.

Hon. J. Mitchell: T am aware of thal.

The Attorney General: It was out of
order.

Mr, B. J. 8TUBBS. Another bugbear
to the wembers of Lhe Opposition is the
Government policy of land reform in Lhe
direction of institnting what we claim is
the best system of land tenure, namely,
leasehold. Shortly after the Government
took offiece——

My, Harper: It does not seem to be
very popular.

The Attorney Cieneral: Not with the
Opposttion,

Hon. J. Mitchell: Ministers do not like
leasehold.

Mr. Underwood: There are about 200
million acres of land under leasehold.

Mr. Harper: Only for pastoral pur-
108eS,

Mr. B. J. STUBBS: Shortly afier the
Government assumed office the Minister
for Lands decided in accordance with
power he possessed under the Land Act,
to permit 1o further sales of town and
suburban lands belonging to the Crown.

Hon., J. Mitehell: With what result¥

Mr. B. J. STUBBS: The result is that
in the couniry towns since established,
the land is held under leasehold tenure
and the towns are thriving. No objeetion
has heen raised to the system by the peo-
ple concerned, and what is more, it has
prevented land monopolists from buying
up these bhlocks and eharging extortionate
rents to those who desire to set up in busi-
ness in these localities. In these townships
every business man can have his own
block at 1 reasonable rental from the
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Government, aid the {fovermment are
beneliting because they arve getting a sib-
stantial revenuce from the ventals, and the
people are so anxious to obtain bloeks
that Ihey are paymg fairly substantial
premiums for the right.

Mr. Elliott: They have no other op-
tion.

My, 13, J. STUBBS: Other countries
provide instances of the benefits arising
From the leasehold system. Quite re-
cently Colonel Burns, one of the directors
of Burns, Philp & Co., a man whe from
his position in the ecommercial world, is
well qualified to express an opinion,
pointed oul on his return from a trip
through the Malay Slates whai wonderfui
prosperily existed there, IHe said—

Some time ago the Government lent

Siam four million pounds, anoiher six

and a half willion pounds went towards

building G600 miles of railway, while
four and a half millions went in publie
works, or n lotal of 13 million pounds.

As the States are in the fortunate posi-

tion of having no public debt, all of

tlie amounts 1 have mentioned have heen

paid out of revenue.
The reason that they have no public
debt is that the whole of the lanis
are on the leasehold principle and
the rental from ilie lands pays the whole
of the natinnal expenditure of the coun-
try and enables these people to carry out
gigantic public works and lend money to
other eounivies which are not in a similarly
fortunate posiiion.  The leader of ihe
Opposition had mueh 1o say with regard
to conitract versus day labour., T eon-
sider (hat the Premier last nighi, in quot-
ing ficures and the opinions expressed hy
competent engineers in the poblie ser-
viee, demonsirafed elearly thai the bnild-
ing of onr railways is a far gveater sue-
cess under day lahour than under the con-
tract system. But we lave alse another
example from a foreign corntry.  Only
a few months ago, in Febraary last, we
got information from Canada. A eom-
mission was appointed theve to enqnire
into the cost of the Trans-Continental
railway, and that eommission 1eported
thai the board in eharge of the construe-
tion exercised no economy and that con-
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sequentty the Canadian people squandered
cight millions on ihe Luilding of that line,
fhe original eslimate of cost being ex-
ceeded live times over and many large
contraciing firms having made huge pro-
fits (hrough sublelling their contraets on
the railway and doing nothing whatever
themselves. T think fthat is clearly a state
of things whieh shoulil not he allowed to
exist In auy eountry, and which eannot
exist in a country that adopls the wise
and sensible poliey of conslructing rail-
ways on the day lahour syslem, gnaran-
teeing 1o 1he people a soundly eonstructed
railway, and also a railway constructed
al o minimum cost commensurate with the
substantial building of the work. 1 have
just abonl eompleted the remarks I de-
sire to make. 1 simply wish fo add that
T helieve the record ol admivistraiion, of
publie works, and of legislation. which the
present Government have placed to their
credit during thieir term of office, is snch
as will commend itzelf (o the vast ma-
jorily of ihe people of this Stale. I be-
lieve that the Governmeni and those who
are sapporiing (he Govermment cau, at
the end of their term of office, gzo with
clear congeiences to the people who sent
them lere. am! with no misgivings what-
ever as lo what the result of the forth-
coming eleeftons will he, 1 helieve that
the people of 1his Stalv are so enamonred
of 1the magnilicent achievements of lhe
Seaddan Governneni that (hey will send
them back wilh even an igerensed ma-
jortdy over Ihe numbers whieh Ihey lave
ro-day,

Mr. HARPER  (Pingellv): [ rise
to speak to the Address-in-reply. but
in ihe first place | must say (hat T
rezrel 1 cannot endorse ihe speeches made
by (he mewmbers supporting the Govern-
mentl. T lislened alientively (v the hon.
Premier «dnring hiz three-hours’ speech,
He peinted out ihat everything in the
garden was lovely. T only wish that were
trne. T doub! very muell however, if
il is anything near correel. T know
this, that the people of Wesiern Aus-
tralla are very far frow satisfied lhat it
is correrl. Anyone who travels through
ihe conutry. in the agrienltural distriets
and in the mining districts as well, sees
gigns there of the reverse of what the

’
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Premier has told us. I havz come fo the
eonclusion that the preseut Government
are highly nolorious for the policy of
four B’s. The first B is Boost; the next,
Borrow money; the next, Bluff; and the
forth, Bankruptey.

The remier: You will go down to his-
tory.

Mr. HARPER: Fveryone knows that
there is only one end to such a policy as
that of the present Government. We
know very well, too, that every member of
the Government, and every member of
this Assembly, and every individual in
ihe Siate possessed of any knowledge at
all, knows that the Government are very
hard  up, very hard pressed for
money

Alr. Thomas: That is a new charge, is

" it not?

Mr. HARPER: Notwithstanding the
faet that the Premier has given us his
Assurance thal everything 1s progressing
and prosperous. The first thing T notice
making progress and advancing by rapid
strides is the swiftly growing deficit. That
is the only thing I see progressing in
Western Ausiralia at the presenf time.

The Premier: You are an awfual
croalker.

Mr. HARPER: It is just as well that
the two phases of the question should be
ventilated. We have heard a great deal
of the rosy side of the question. In faet,
we have heard of nothing but boost and
boom. At any rate the member for, Bun-
bury {Mr. Thomas) is very satisfied with
himself——

Mr. Thomas: Nalurally.

Mr. HARPER: Now that he has a
promise of £300,000 to be spent in Bun-
bury. It is a very, very dear price for
him. It is much more than he is worth.
However, 1 am not geing to say that
Bunbury is not entitled to a great deal of
consideration.  Still, there are other
places in Western Australia as much en-
titled to consideration as Bunbury is.

Mr. Thomas: Naturally, I do not think

80.
Mr. HARPER : As regards the member
for Swan {Mr. Turvey} I want to-disa-
buse his mind on a matter which has been
often mentioned by some of our members
~of Parliament in this State. The hon.
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the DPremier himself at Kalgoorlie said
that when speaking on the Mines Regu-
lation Bill last year I had advocated the
introduetion of kaffir labour into Western
Australia.

The Premier: Hear hear, So you did.

Mr. HARPER: 1 ewphatically deny
that, and Hansard will bear me out in
my denial. The furthest and most that
I =aid

Mr, dMeDowall: Hansard is not always
reliable.

Mr. HARPER: 1t may not e when
reporting the member for Coolgardie.

The Prewier: Tell us what you did say.

Mr. HARPER: I said that if we had
kalliv labour in Western Australia, if we
hat the same cheap labour in Western
Anstralia  as  lhey liad in South
Afriea

The Premier: Wiy dou't yveu go back
there?

Mr. HARPER: Then we evuld pro-
duee a larger guantity of gold and a
greater number would Le employed in
the mines of Western Australia. I was
not advocating anything of sncli a nature
as introducing kaffir labour into Western
Australia.

The Premier: What else did you advo-
cate?

Mr. HARPER: In the first place, we
could not get kaffir lnbour if T did advo-
cate it. The kaflivs have sufficient to do
in South Africa, withoul coming to West-
ern Australia.

The Premier: Thanks for that,

Mr. HARPER: What 1 did say was
that in South Afriea they could work
the mines for one-third of Lhe eost in
Western Australia,

The Premier: That is not correct,

Mr. HARPER.: I say they can.

The Premier: They are not doing it.

Me. HARPER: If the kaffiv was
available in this State as in Souih Afriea,
I am sure every mine on the goldfields
would avail itself of the cheap labour.
The kaflirs can afford to live eheaper than
white people, and they can afford, too,
to work well during the years that they
do work.

The Premier: Say that again.

Mr, HARPER: I want to give an em-
phatic denial to the statement that has
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been wade both by the 'remier and by
the member for Swan.

The Premier: What
from vour remarks?

Mr. HARPER: That is o different
thing, | was ouly drawing a comparison
with what was done in Souih Africa. That
is a very different thing from saying that
I wished kalfirs to come over lhere, 1In
the first place we could not get them, and,
anyway, 1 did not mean to infer iliat in
any shape or form. Tie speech was re-
ferved to afterwards by the Honorary
Minister, Mr, Angwin, who said. “If the
kailirs were lieve,” amd =17 we Lad the
same labour.” The Hounorary Minister in-
terpreted my vemarks rightly. The matter
was also referred 10 by the member
for Northam (Tlon. J. Mitehell}, There
was no idea whalever in my mind of sug-
gesting that we should bave kafliv or
Chinese inbour in Western Australia.

The Premier. You said it would be
better for the goldfields.

Mr. HARPER: I said nothing of the
kind.

The Premier : You arve saying it now.

Mr. HARPER: I said that if we had
the same cheap labour here as they have
in South Africa, we would have wore
men employed as bosses than we have
men employed altogether in the West-
ern Australian mines.

M. Underwood: Are you in favour of
kaffiv lahowr? That is what we want to
know.

Mr. HARPER: I am not in faveur of
kaffiv labour, bhul the whole guestion of
gold mining depends entirely on the cost
of production. In South Africa they
voted for the importation of Chinese whep
kaflire were not available afler the war.
The miners themselves on the Rand voted
for the importation of Chinese when
kaflirs eonld not bhe got to work the
mines after the Boer way.

Member: They were glad to get rid
of the Chinese, too.

Mr. HARPER: However, | do not
want to dwell on this subject. I merely
desire to give a contradietion to the
statement T have referred to. I do not
want a statement like that going about
when if is entirely untrue and false in

are we to infer
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everv respect, and I hope members will
not persist in repeating thot statement
when tlrey know it is a falsehood.

The Premier: What is your object in
mentioning it ?

Mr. HARPER: [ want to give it &
denial, I know you made the statement
in Kalgoorlie. You said that Mr. Nat.
Harper when Minister for Mines would
he in favour of kaffir labour,

The Premier: Perhaps I was only jok-
ing.

Mr., HARPER: Perbaps the Premier
was only joking, as he usually is. How-
ever. | wish now io refer to one or
two deputations which were asked for
by large numbers of \West Australian
farmers, One was a proposed deputa-
tion from the Qreat Soutbern Railway
League. Che request for that deputation
bore about 400 signatures. The farmers
wislted to wait on the Premier with a
view to placing before him their views
ag 1o the necessity for the early con-
struction of the Armadale-Great Southern
railway. The Iremier guite ignored that
request, although it was wmnde by 400
farmers.

Hon, W. ¢, Angwin (Houorary BMin-
ister) : Whal good was the deputation if
we had no money?

Mr. HARPER: You could borrow
noney &0 build tlis railway as vou bor-
rowed money for other railways. This
would be a most sueeessful and remuner-
tive railway, and would certainly pay
good interest on the cost of eonstruetion.
Apart from all that, I think the Honorary
Atinister would agree wilh me that it was
anly a fair thing for the Premier to re-
ceive the deputation and bear what the
people who are doing so mueh to devel-
op this country had to say for them-
selves, instead of giving them an arrog-
ant reply that he could not undertake
the construetion of the railway and that
he knew all about it. FHe said, further,
that in view of the fact that a survey had
not bheen made he could not enterfain ihe
question of the construction at the pre-
sent time. Now, the Minister for Publie -
Works told us, when the Survey Bill was
before the 1louse last session, that the
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survey of this line had been made—that
it had been made with a view of con-
strueting the Trans-Australian raiiway
from Armadale through the Wongan
Gorge to Brookton., "The Minister also
said that it was quite unnecessary fo
bhave another survey made, that all ihe
particulars required for the railway were
available, Then the Premier replies as
follows i{o the request for the deputa-
tion :—

With reference to your letter of the
19th ulto., addressed to the Hon. Pre-
mier, relative to eonnecting the Great
Southern Railway with Armadale, I
have the honour by direetion to inform
you that as provision was not made
tor the survey of this line in the Bill
passed by Parliament last session,
the survey cannot be undertaken, and
further. in view of the work now being
carried out on lines under construetion
already authorised, and those awaiting
survey, the line referred to by you can-
not at present receive the considera-
tion of the Glovernment.

That was a very lame excuse to give
those people who, as T said before, are
doing their best to develop the agrienl-
tural aveas of this State. Now, there
was another important deputation, con-
cerning which the member for York (Mr.
Monger) wrote to the Premier. That was
with regard to the increased freight on
fertilisers. The request for that depu-
tation was signed by, I think, nearly
4,000 farmers. The Premier again re-
fused to reeeive that deputation, and
would not permit them to place their
views before him. I think that was very
discourteous on his part, certainly im-
politic, and was very unreasonable. I
suppose no deputation ever had a similar
reception from any other Premier of
Western Australia. He received a de-
putation abopt Collie coal in the way he
should receive it. I am not objecting to
his having reeeived the Collie coal de-
putation, but I strongly protest against
the arrogant treatment meted ount both
to the farmers of the Great Southern
and to the whole of the farmers of West-
ern Australia in regard to increased
freight on fertilisers.
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Hon, W. C. Angwin (Honorary Min-
ister): Tt did not benefit ihe farniers,
and so it was struck off.

Mr. HARPER: We want the freight
redoeed again to what it was under the
Liberal Government,

Mr. Underwood: 'I'he Liberal Govern-
ment only reduced the freight to cateh an
election.

Mr. HARPER: “hat is your interpre-
tation; you measare other people’s oats
by your own bushel., A great deal has
been said in regard te mining, and I have
been referred to by some hon, members
as a pessimist, 1 am to a certain ex-
tent careful, but 1 certainly have done
everything 1 could fe encourage mining.
I have not falked a great deal of what
1 have done, but I may safely say I have
done more to assist mining than those
who have referred to me as taking a pes-
simistic view. Tf the Mines Regulation
Amendment Bill had not been sent back to
us by another place last session, it would
have become law. Tt was nol through any
fanlt of the Assembly that it was not
placed on the statute-book. If it had
been agreed to, mining would have heen
in a much more parlous condition to-day
than it is, and if the contraet system,
which has been so frequently discussed,
had been abolished, it would have been
another blow to mining. And so alse m
regard to several other conditions at-
tempted to be passed in the House last
session.

Mr, Muansie: Would the abolition of
the night shift have bhurt mining very
much ¢

Mr. HARPER: Not very mueh, I am
not referring to night shift. A number
of the mines could not afford to do with-
out night shift, not hecause it is an im-
mediate advantage to them but becaunse it
is of advantage in keeping the mines
going. I have consulted several friends
on the goldfields on many occasions, and
all have disapproved of the abolition of
contract work. All the competent miners
on the fields are in favour of contract, and
what the men themselves have told me is
that it is mostly the truckers and mul-
lockers who are not in favour of contract.
One man, working on the Kalgurli mine
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to-day, told me that hie was earning on an
average 25s. a day, and that if conirael
was abolished he would leave the State.
Another friend of mine confirmed that
statement, while another told me {he other
day in Kalgoorlie that he was doing some
sub-contraets for the trans-Australian
railway, and was carrving oul the work
for one half the money it was costing the
Government by day labour, while he and
the men working for him were getting
more Lhan the men whom the (tovernment
were paying, I know of a pgreat many
cases where the work is costing double
what it should. It may not apply so
much to railways, becanse in respect Lo
railways there is more dala to go upon,
and one engineer is competing against
another, and so all are anxions to keep
down the eosts, Still 1 strongly disap-
prove the idea of earrying out railways
by day labour alone; tenders ought to
be ealled and the two systems placed side
by side, so that it eould be seen which was
the cheaper. We ave to have the Esper-
ance railway before us again, and T hope
it will meet with the same fate as it did
on the last occasion. The more we read
and hear of this railway the more reason
do we see why it should not be proceeded
with, No hon. member is so unreason-
able as to ask this ecuntry, in ifs present
impecunions position, to bnild a railway,
unless be thinks it is justified. The mem-
her for Fast Perth cannot justify the con-
struetion of this railway by any means.
The records of the Inst two years have
heen very disappointing, and I was told
when I made the vemark last vear that it
was an exeeptionally bad year, and that
this year would be an cxceptionally good
one. Well, the average is only a little over
four hushels an acre. Tt is all moonshine
for anyoue to tell us that the crops of this
area are not =0 well put in as those in
any other district. T am opposed fo this
railway for more than one reason. First
of all T hear on reliable authovity that the
rainfall, althongh perhaps the average is
snlticient, does not come at Lhe right lime

of the year. That heing =o. the place is

o good for wheat growing, for the rain.

muast fall in the winter and spring to be
of any use in wheat areas. The old in-
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flated idea of the value of the land down
there for wheat growing is fairly ex-
ploded, and T hope the Assembly will not
proceed with the matter any furiher.
With regard to the railways now under
consideration, 1 am pleased that the Min-
ister for Works has pushed on with the
Yilliminning-Kondinin and the Brookton-
Kunjin lines; these two lines have made
rapid progress during Lhe last few motitha
and for that we are grateful indeed. Had
if not been for the Government going into
so many costly State enterprises, those
(wo railways would have been built at
least twelve meonths or two vears ago,
and those twelve months or two years
have imposed a very heavy hardship on
the people who were waiting anxionsly
for the construction of those lines. A
line [ should like lo see proceeded with,
and which T thiuk will comnend iiself to
hoth sides of the House, is the Armadale-
to the Great Southern railway. I have
often mentioned this matter before, and
I know the Minister for Works approves
of it. T hope some other memebrs on the
oppesite side will support me in regard
to this, We have there a large area of
land quite near to our doors, and this rail-
way would serve thousands of farmers to
very great advaniage, It would serve
evervhody (o advantage from Beverley to
Albany, for it would shorten the route
from Albany to Perth by 30 miles: this
eacl way means 100 miles for the return
Jostrney, whieh would represenli a wverv
big  saving  in freight. It s a
railway  project  which  should  be
pressed. I am sure il would be of great
advantage fo the people of Western Aus-
tralta. and would cerlainly (ake away a
lot of the heavy fraflic and divide the
traffic now apoing round by Spencer's
Brook. It would benefit the people right
out to Kondinin and Kurrenkutien, and
all the people of lhe Eustern distriets,
bringing them to Fremantle by the most
direct voute. There is another railway
whieh should be built, namely, that from
Pingeliv to Gillimanning. The people

lrave heen upon the land there for the last
12 years, living 20 wmiles from a railway -
and facing all the disadvantages apper-
taining to so remote a position. s
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Mr. Munsie: Why did you not advo-
cate that during the nine years the Lib-
erals were in power?

Mr. HARPER: I was not long in Par-
liament then. T have advocated it ever since
T have heen in Parliament. 1 was in Par-
linment for voly one year of the Liberal
regime. The people I have referred fo
have fulfilled their obligations to the Gov-
ernment, have paid their rents, and eclear-
ed their lands; they are industrions farm-
ers, and have survived all the great diffi-
cullies whieh they bave had to endure. I
say the Government are under an obliga-
tion to them to have that railway built,
either from Popanyinning or Pingelly, a
distunce of about 15 to 20 miles. Another
railway urgently requnired is an extension
of the Hotham Valley line to Popanyin-
ning or Pingelly; that would serve the
tarmers in that part of the State. They
are old settlers, and have been there a
long time. They are certainly deserving
of consideration. T do not iniend to go
over a great many of the subjecls that
the hon. the leader of the Oppaosition has
referred to. He made a very convineing
speech and pointed out the defects of the
present Administration, What I do com-
plain about in regard to the Government
is that they are laking upon themselves
too much., There are far too many of
these State enlerprises which should have
been left to somebody else to carry out.
There are their brick works, their boats,
their butchers’ shops, their saw mills, and
I think that would perhaps comprise them
all. At any rate, these should be left
more to privaie enterprise by which the
resourees of the country would be better

developed.

Member: What aboul the implement
works?

Mr., HARPER: If those implement

works can produce machinery which will
benefit the farmers, and which can make
irachivery at a cheaper eost than we ean
now get it from the Laslern States, I am
nut prepared fo opposc them. T only
hope that this will be the case.

Mr. Lewis: You deny the metropoli-
tan area the same facililies as the country
areas.  Apparenlly vou believe only on
socialisin for the farmer.
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Mr. HARPER: This is a national af-
fair, and the other things I have men-
tioned are not. Then, again, there are
the workmenw’s eottages.

Mr. Lewis: They are homes!

Mr. HARPER: They are going in ex-
tensively for these. The Government com-
mifments are very great indeed, Efar
greater than the Stale or the finances of
the country ean afford. The Premier him-
self hns admitled that nearly three-quar-
ters of a million has heen spent in work-
men’s cotlages, To u cerlain extent they
are juslified in carrying on this scheme,
but uol to the extent to which the Gov-
erinent has gone.

Mr. Lander: Neot a thousand houses
have been buill in Western Auslralia in
three vears,

Mr. HARPER: 1In the Premier's
speech reference was made to the fact
that people in other parts of the world
were tngniring about this workers’ home
scheimme.  Workers’ homes were in force
in New Zealand and Queensland a num-
ber of years ago, but not to Ihe extent
that they are in this State. There their
limil is about £250, whereas liere they can
ro up (o £550. The Siate cannot afford
to go in so extensively for workers’ homes
The buildings are certainly palalial resi-
dences, but require u good deal in the way
of maintenance nnd upkeep.

Mr. Lander: Why should not working
men have mood eotiages as well as any-
bhody else?

Mr, HARPKER: In my opinion Lhe
coltages arve far above the station of the
oecupanis in many ecases. Tt is not neces-
sary thai ihev should be palatial resi-
dences,

My, Lander: Ouly about four or five
TOOMS.

Mr. HARPER: Some people with
small families do not require such large
places. This policy is only for those
who cannot afford to get their own
homes. There are many persons in the
fown who are just as much entitled to
consideration as those people who Ilive
in workmen’s cottages. Many of them
are o hetter off than the workmen. Many
of them perhaps have built their own
hiomes and possibly from adverse eireum-
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stances have had 1o let their homes
te somebody else, and live elsewhere.
It is unfair for the Government (o rent
homes in competilion witl those people
whose houses are now emply and un-
occupied. That is not what we want done.
What we want is to see the country go
ahead. We want to encourage people on
the land, the primary producers; whether
they are on the gold mines or whether
they are indulging in wheat growing, it
does not matter.

Hon. W. C. Angwin (Honorary Minis-
ter) : Where have you been for the last
two or three years?

Mr. HARPER: T have been develop-
ing my farm,

Hon, W. C. Angwin {Honorary Minis-
ter}: T say there have been no emply
houses since the Labour Government came
along.

Mr. HARPER: There are lots of
places to let now, and there have been
many during the last five or six months.

Hon. W. C. Angwin (Honorary Minis-
ter) : You cannot find them.

Mr. HARPER: [ can point them out
to yon,

Mr. Lewis: The rents ave all too high.

Mr, HARPER: 1 have rented hounses,
but I have never paid more than 6 per
cent. on the cost of the building and the
land. It really pays betfer to live in a
rented house than to live in one you have
built for yourself. What are we going
to do if times like those that existed five
or six vears ago come along again,

Hon. W. C. Angwin (Honorary Minis-
ter) : They will not come again so long
as this Government is here.

Mr. HARPER: The Government can-
nol go on borrowing money for ever like
ihey have been for the last two or three
vears, They may have a lot of empty
houses very soon lo maintain, and keep
up.

Hon. W. C. Angwin (Honorary Minis-
ter) : We are not looking for a slump.

Mr. HARPER: You have to provide
for emergencies, however, and for disap-
pointments; they come upon any Govern-
ment, Many (Governments in Aunstralia
have had adversities to contend with.

[ASSEMBLY.!

Mr. Munsie: The trouble is thal the
workers’ homes scheme is a dlsuppumt-
ment to the landlords.

My. HARPER: For my own part [
would not put money inte houses at all,
even if T had any. [ do not know any-
body who has a house that gets anything
like & fair intercst on his money by way
of rent. Qur public debt is the highest
by a long way of any of the other States
of the Commonwealth, It is nearly
double that of some of the other States,
and nearly £95 per head of the popula-
tion. YWho is going lo bear the responsi-
bility of paying the interest on the huge
sums of borrowed money?® There is a
heavy liability upen the people of the
State. It behoves everyome to go very
cantiously and only in that direction in
which they arve sure of success. There is
certainly more care required in the ad-
ministration of the affairs of the State
and greater judgmenl and discretion than
exisl at the preseni time. The hon.
member for Subiaco (Mr, B. J. Siubbs)
referred to the bulk handling of wheat,
That is a matter which should be gone
into at the earliest possible date. We
know (he great disadvantages under
which the people on the land are labour-
ing. T do not know the cause of this;
I do not know whether it is want of ex-
perience on their part, or whether it is
due to the elimatic conditions or to the
nature of the land upon which the farm-
ers in Western Australia are settled. 1
do know, however, that they have a hard
row to hoe. In every speech that has been
made there has been a reference to the
season. What s going to happen if
pve do not bhave a good season I do not
know. Tt is eertainly true that the pros-
perily of the State depends upon the
prosperity of the pecple on our agrieul-
tural areas. For that reason the Govern-
ment should be far more lenient and eon-
siderate to the people who are endeav-
ouring to build up the country.

Mr, Lander: De you not think this
country has given them a fair cut? The
(Government have only been book-keeping
for them,

Mr. IARPER: I do not think that is
the case. If the Government are doing
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what you say is a fair thing, and if the
farmers cannot get sometbing better
than that, they will not be able to carry
on. The hon. member for East Perlh
knows that very well. He has travelled
over a great portion of the State, and is
aequainted with the hardships that are
endured and the disabilities that the for-
ners lrave to contend with.

Mr. Lander: The Governmenl is giv-
ing them a good ecut.

Mr. HARPER: If they do not get
more then they will not be able fo remaiu
on the land. Many of them are already
quitling their homes. 1 know land upon
which a great deal of money has been
gpent in the way of improvements, fene-
ing. ete., and that the owners cannot sell,
and are now simply walking out,

Mr. Lander: You know the reason why.
There are too many afternoon fariners
amongst them.

Mr. HARTPER: I would not like to
go as far as to say that. T know the
farmers are having a bad time; 1 do not
know why it is, T know they have many
diffiezlties to contend with, As far as
my experience goes. T do not know how
they meet their liahilities at {he prescnt
time, for they have to pay hig intevesi
and meel heavy mortgages,

Mr, Lander: If thev stick to one block
they will do better.

Mr. HARPER : 1 do not intend to say
any more on this oceasion, T think, how-
ever, that the Xinister for Lands made
a huge mistake when he gave that instrne-
tion whith he did very shortly after he
assumed office,  Sinee then farming bhas
gone down very considerably. T notice
by the Monthly _1bstract that the amount
of land taken up this year, so far, does
not amount to more than one-quarler of
that taken up three vears ago. That
shows a ereat Talling o in land setile-
ment.

Hon. W. . Angwin (Hovorary Minis-
ter) : Tuo much land was f{aken up then.

Mr. HARPER : There might have been
a little too mmueh taken up then. There
is, however, too little taken wup. now.
There is so much land available, and if
the farmers are given fair treaiment, and
ean be miven some hetter freteht arrange-

244

ments and cheaper facilities for pro-
ducing their wheat, I say that the land
settlemeni cannot go ahead too Ffast,

Mr. LANDER (East Pertli): 1 am
very pleased to say a few wards upon the
Governor’s Speech. 1 think thai the Cov-
ernor must have been, if I may use a
valgar expression, indulging in leg-pull-
ing. Bverything in the Speech is eon-
gratulatory of the Governmeni, which
only shows that the Governor knows that
he has a Governmeni under him which

Jis an honest Governmeul, a Government

by the j:eople and for the people, 1£ vou
run o tape over the whole of Lhe Hems in
the Governor's Speech yvon must admit
that he iz congratnlaling a Government,
which has been so wuch eondemned by
our friends opposite, for the good things
that they have done. T wish to join
with others in congratulating the Gov-
ernnent for re-appoinling 8Sir Newlnn
Moore as Ageni General for the State for
ansther jericd.  There iz one lhing [
woulid like ihe Governmeni to do, and
wihiich I think they might have done be-
fore now. That is to impress upon onr
Agent General thal he should not piten
any more lairy tnles in the old country
in order 1o eneonrage what T may eall the
new chnm {0 eome ont here under false
prefences,  Toon puch has heen done in
the past in the wav of lving and seandal-
ons slatoments. Ton mueh has been done
in the wax of inducing ihe people to he-
lieve that thex eunld obfain land by the
gide of a railway for 10s. 64, an aere.
Any residents who have heen in Western
Aunslralia for any length of time wonld
admil that it is a seandalous {lking to in-
duce people to come out here and =0
perhaps, in somne cases, as far as 58 miles
away from any railway line, Such peo-
ple liave heen told in the old eountry that
ihev can obtain land here for 10s. Gd.
right adjoining a railway line. T have
often heen shown pamphlets containing
suel information, T trust that Sir New-
ton Moore has heen instructed not to ger
ont any immigrants except by honest
means. We do not want to bring any
one out here under false pretences.

Al Menger: You do not want anyone
at all.
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Mr. LANDER: Tha! is nof so, We
hold out the hand of friendship 1o ail
who eome to vs under proper conditions.
Tf yvon bring peopie ont here lo oceupy
such high positions in big businesses of
ihe State and cul down the wages of the
workers then we are going to turn our
backs upon them, but if you bring suitable
men out to any part of Australia there
i1s room for any auantity of workmen. so
tong as they are prepared to work. If
you bring oul here spitable men, then T
am sure we shall all weleome them most
Leartily.
of them deseribe themselves as agrieul-
taral labourers and when they arrive
licre we find that they have been working
in a shop or following a trade. We have
no reom for such people. At present
iheve is not much demnad in any part of
Ausiralia for mechahies. but for every
man who is willing to go on fhe land and
eut out a way for himself as the pioneers
of Weslern Australia have done, there is
«fill 0 good opening in this State. The
same argnment applies to domestic ser-
vails, Many girls have been brought ount
under false prefences and I am sory to
say that the references which many of
them preduce are very misleading.
T.adies who have heen working as typists
and in sueh-like avocations have been
brought ont and there is no room for
them. Young Anstralions are available
o lake these posilions and T am glad that
ilev are able fo compete with anyone
from any part of the world in the vari-
ous positions which ladies ocenpy. I am
plensed that the Opposition cannot say
{here has been anything in the nature of
siueils to the vietors in connection with
the appointment of Wr. Justiece North-
more,  Tovervone should he pleased that
lhe Government in chuosing a man to
veeupy this high position have chosen
one who enjovs tlie respect and esteem
of the whole of the people of Western
Australia. Another matter on which we
can congratulate ourselves, and in faet
on which action =iould have been taken
many years ago, is that of the State's
hanking business,

Hon. J. Mitehell interjected.

Mr, LANDER: This must eut inte
our Priends’ arranvements with the West

But what do we find? Many °
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Aunsiralianp Back -od must hure then.
It must lmri especially the shareholders
of the bank who have drawn a big in-
lerest annually from the uvse of the peo-
ple’'s money which was praectically lying
idle in the bank. This question should
have been tackled vemrs ago, but pre-
sently the hon. member for Northam and
his friends will realise the benefit of it.
Instead of allowing thousands of pounds
to lie idle iu the West Australian Bank it
will be transferred to the Commonwealth
Bank and the farmers and others in (he
State will derive the benefit from it.

Hon. J. Mitehell: From what?

Mr, Munsie: From the low rate of in-
tervest thirough the Commonweaith bank.

Mr. LANDER: Comments have fallen
from the Opposition with regard to the
workers’ bomes seheme. jusl because the
Uovernment have haill ahout a {hunsand
liouses.

Hun. 3. Mitehell:
thing abuut then.

Mr. LANDER: Some of the hon. mem-
ber's friends have. TFaney anyone who
thinks anything at all of Western Aus-
tralin tinding fanll with the Government
for having built a thousand houses in
such a large State as this. T hope that
the Government will build many thou-
sands of them and will build larger and
better houses than are found in other
parts. The class of tenement which the
bottom dog, as he ig called, Las to oecupy
is a standing disgrace. Recently an in-
vesligation was made in Melbourne by
plain , clothes constables with redard to
the tenements cccupied by svme of ihe
pour people, and what were the revela-
tions? These tenements were proved to
belong to men occupying high positions,
some of them in Parliament and some of
them in the councils. These men prosti-
tuted their posilions as far as they could
in order to evade the Health Aet and
allow their tenements to be oeenpied by
people rearing tuberenlons and diseased
children, attributable to no other ecause
than the nature of the tenements. The
same thing prevails in Ireland where
varions bodies have investigated the mat-
ter and have found instances of a whole
family occupying a single room. In the
great city of London at the present time

We have said no-
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the same state of alfairs prevails. There
were three houses in Tondon and in
{hese houses were four families, and each
house was a standing disgrace to the
health authorities. When (his sort of
thing is tolerated in other parts of the
world, we onghl to congratulale the Grov-
ernment who are willing le come for-
ward and erect homes for t(he poorer
people of Western Australia. Mueh has
heen said regarding people liaving taken
advantage of the Workers' Homes Act
wheu they were wvot entitled to do so.
Auyone in receipt of a salary of £400 a
vear i3 entitled lo avail himself of the
provisions of the measure and no dis-
iinelion can be made wp to that amount.
OQur friends opposife arve well awave of
this [act, and I lope the time will never
come when the Government will make
any distinetion

among  persons in  re-
ceipt of less than £400 a year. Anyone

who has a love for his home and avails
himselt of ile scheme, shows that he is
endeavouring to better his family and fo
push them inte ihe front rank where
every vouny Australian should endeavour
lo zel. and his cannot be done on a sal-
ary of less than £400 if » man has to put
down the money to purchase a home.
Much has heen said about the leasehold
system, and it has been asked why the
Government have not built more houses
under this system. Members of the Op-
position are well aware of the reason;
they know that land is not available any-
where handy. Tu the newspaper on Sat-
urday an advertisement appeared show-
ing that the T'niversity authorities ave
endeavouring to heai the Government by
calling fur lenders for the sale of some
of their land. and T lope that the Pre-
mier will sit on them for (his fuestion-
able action. The (lovernment gave Craw-
ley fo the Universily and have erected
buildings for them in Trwin-siveet, and
pow the University anthorities instead of
woing to the Clovernment and asking
them to make a reasonable offer for the
land. secretly call for tenders for tl. T
hope that the Government will take a
hand in (his game, beeause it is some of
fhe best land between Claremont and
Perth.  How ean the Minister be ex-
pected to make the railways pay if the

fol
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best spots along (he railway line are per-
mitied to remain unoccupied! 1 say
without fear of eontradiction that there
is some of the besi land in the metropoli-
tan distriet under offer by tender from
the [niversily Sepate. and 1 hope the
Giovernment will secure it for workers’
homes. If the Government obtain this
land, they will he able to say in ihe Gov-
crnor’s Speech, at the opening of next
Parliament, that they have built. not one
thousand, but iwo {housand or three
thousand houses.

My, Taxlor lerjected.

Me. LANDER: Al of the present
Ministers may not he in oflice, but we
may have some representatives from the
Country party. In spite of all the un-
Favourable eomment from our friends
opposile. | hope that the CGlovernment
will conliuwe as they have started wiil
e scheme of building hetter and health-
jer homes for the workers. | am plensed
wilth the good work accomplished by the

Railway Department during Iast vear.
Every mun  laving  produee 1o ship

should congratulaie the Governmeni on
the good work accomplished. During
the wvear, not a single complaint was
received,  L'ntil the present Government
took offiee it was practically impossible
fo gel a ton of wood brought down to
the City. The carters after bringing in
their load wonld have to tip it off, and I
maintain that it is unfair to ask men
who are working for a mere pitiance to
tip up a load of wood and reload it under
the starvation syslem adopted in counec-
tion with the railways by the Liberal
Clovernment.  The Liberal Government
started the erection of workshops at Mid-
land Junction and foreot to make prepar-
ations for (he roof.

Fan. J. Mitehell: That was done by
vour Government.

My, LANDER: They forgot to order
the ironwork; if they had ordered it it
would have been delivered to them and
ihey would have had to pay for it. They
also ordered some extra locomotives and
trucks as they knew it would take 18
months to obtain delivery of them, and
that it wouliddl provide an election «rv.
The allerianeg signatures of the memhera
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of the present Government were scarczely
dry hefore they ordered hundreds of
trucks and extra locomotives. The Com-
missioner’s report states that in a very
short peried 800 odd trucks eame inlo
the couniry and T am safe in saying that
the present Government have been respon-
sible for the building of abont 1,200
trucks and a number of locomotives.
While this good work is being done the
Government are catering not only for one
party, bat for the whole erowd, I think
the Railway Departinent might assist the
farmers a lhitile by leaving the gaies of
country station vards open until 7
o’clock at night. There is no necessity
for any officer to be in altendance, hul
the gates should be lefi open so that a
man arriving from a leng distance ecould
utload his wheat. At many of the coun-
try stations Lhe gates are locked belween
5 and G o'clock, and 1 have known nien
after carting wheat over a distance of 28
miles having to camp half a mile from the
gates hecause thev could not get aceess
to the yard., 1f ihe maies were left open
antil 7 oclock these men could unjoad
their wagons and probably return home
the same night. The granting of this con-
eesston will give the little farmer a show,
1 am in favour of helping the one-block
farmer to the fullest extent, but I would
not help the two-block farmer, the man
who dummies a hlock, negleetls his business
and runs off to something else. T would
go as far as possible fo help the one-bleek
man and the Government have gone ns
far as they possibly eéan in many instances,
Thev have cleared the land for the farmer.
fenced it, fallowed it and they have
bonght him horses, feed, seed wheal a:ui
advanced him loans for implements and
horses and have sunk dams for him, and
in many instances, have paid his store
aceount. How mueh further would any
Government go? '

AMr. Elliott: The Midland Railway do
that.

Mr. LANDER: The Midland Railway
are doing a lot, but they are looking afier
themselves every time. Another thing on
which the Government should be congratn-
lated is the improved tram service. It
has been said that the Government paid
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too much for it, but before they took
office the Liberal Goverument and the City
Council were trying to beat each other
for the purchase. However, they were
too slow and a lively man like the Pre-
mier beat both of them.

Hon. J, Mitehell : Both of whom?

Mr. LANDER: Well, your party were
defeated, they were too slow; but the pres-
ent Government heat your opponents, lhe
City couneil.

Mr., SPEAKER: Order! The
member must address the Chair,

Mr. LANDER: A great improvement
las been effected in the service. The
trams are now covering 2,000 miles a wecic
more than previously, and are run more
frequently, and they are not overcrowded
as they were before. Nowadays we do
vot find the “mother of ten” writing about:
the cars. The Government ave to be com-
mended for having taken action in econ-
neciion with the Collie coal industry. It
is a serious matier that at the present
fime we are losing about £26,000 per an-
num on that industry. While I maintain
thai the industry should be assisted as
far as possible, T consider that it this loss
is {0 be ineurred every year, it would pay
to capiralise the amount and throw a zou-
ple of hundred thousand into the Collie
distriet, Aeccording to the latest return
the loss was £21,860, and if this loss con-
tinues, we will find ik diffienlt to wipe
off the small debt to which the Premier
referred last night. Another item’which
is spoken nahout is the inerense on fer-
tilisers. I ask, does any reasonable
farmer think that the Government are
justified in losing the amount which they
have been losing on the carringe of fer-
tilisers? TFrom the returns we find that
fully £28,000 was being lost annually.
What the Government should have dore,
in my opinion, was to sock it into the
Northam and York farmers, and the otiter
old, settled farmers. The reduction in
fertilisers was never meant for men who
had been seitled on the land for yems
and whose holdings were properly devel-
oped: it was wmeant for the men in tle
dry areas. We find, however, that our
friends at Wortham and York, and zo
forth had a good pull with the Govern-

hwon.
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ment, and they puolled their own way and
took advantage of the reduection. If the
Govermment eould see {bheir way clear to
impese the full penaliy on all places wilh-
in about S0 miles of Perth, and give the
drier aveas a liitle more consideration, [
think it would be well. Nobody, whether
in or out of Parliament, could expeat
the Government to carry on anything
showing a loss of £28,000 a year. You
could do with that as with the loss on the
Collie eoal—eapitalise it and pay interest
on a big loan, A lot has been said about
the starting of a few steamships. 1 maia-
tain the Government were fully justified
in putting the scheme into action. The
other party when in power were a party
of promises. They said they might by
a State steamer, TIf they had hought a
State steamer, they would have had the
exploiters in  the Novth-West against
them, and they would have been treated
worse than the Country party will treat

them. When vou realise the nom-
ber of little men who have heen
up in the North-West for vears and
vears strugeling to make a  living,
vou will realise the necessity for these

State steamers, The exploiters of
the North-West will give you every
encouragement to start if you arve a man
of aboul £3,000 or say up to £10,000; but
wait until yon have heen on a station.
and have started to breed ecattle, and
have cattle to send down. Ask any per-
son who has heen in the North-West
in a small eapacity for a number of
vears whether he could. ship his cattle.
What were the cxploiters doing prior
to the Labour Coveroment coming into
power 2 The exploiters were going to
every little station and purchasing the
cattle for (2 a head, and then selling
them to the agents for Manila and the
I"bitippine Islands at £4 a liead on
Wyndham jetty. But now, since the La-
bhour Gevernment are in power, the little
man has cowe in as well as the biz man;:
and the State steamers on the Novth-
West coast have been of the greatest
assistance in every way to the small man
of the North-West, I hope the Govern-
ment will see their way eleaxr to develop
the North-West and to build a railway
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into the North-West country. 'There is
a great foture before the North-West
if only it gets a fair cut. We have heard
a lot about the few pounds lost on the
Stale sleamers.  Our friend from Nor-
thath, and other finaneial kings like him,
if they were to start a hig concern like
the State stemmnship service, would, as
a board of directors, I guarantee, allow
for lesses during the first year or two.
We know that is so in connection with
every fin pot business that is started.
We have a little nest left to us, a baby
left te us a8 you might say, between
Hopetoun and Ravensthorpe, showing a
loss of £5,700 per annum., Do we ever
hear that hashed up in the House? XNo;
our friends are as close as an oyster on
that. Why? Because it concerns some of
their friends who put the smelting works
down there. .\ blind man with a stick
conld have told the Liheral Government
that that was the wrong place to put a
railway. [ hope that before long the pre-
sent (lovernment will take the matter
into their hands and run the Nampup
railwuy out to Ravensthorpe and pick
up that piece of line from Hopetoun to
Ravensthorpe and hang it on to the
Nampnup railway. Onr Goverunment have
spent i1n connection with the jetiy there
a good many hundreds of pounds, and
they can still keep pouring hundreds of
pounds into the Hopetoun jetty, the same
as our friends opposite poured thousands
inte the Fremantle dock when they
hought the Fremantle seats. That was
the Fremantle hribe,

Hon. J. DMitehell: Your party spent
far more on the deck than we spent.

Mr. LANDER @ But we shall be able
to show some returns. You cannot show
any returns. ‘We are patching up your
filter beds now. T will tell you something
nbout those presently.

My, SPEAKER: The hon.
wiil kindly address the Chair.

Mr. LANDER: I am glad to see that
we have some more new railways au-
thorised surveved and earried out. T
woul like the Gtovernment to go a great
deal further in regard to agvieultural
lines. T am pleased to know thev put
the Tsperance line on, and T will support

member
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that line. If we took any notice of the
croakers we would never have had any
lines in the Bastern wheat belts; and if
we huad  taken notice of the holders of
big areas, who would have monopolised
all the 10-acre blocks round the water-
holes, we should never have had any
agricuitural distriets. Similarly, those
people wiil never agree to the Ksper-
anee railway. I am glad to say, how-
ever, that on this side of the House there
are only a very few members who have
ever voted agoinst an agricultural line.
T think I am justified in saying members
on this side will eontinue to support agri-
cultural lines, irrespective of what the
farmers may say we are doing for them.
I would have liked to sce, amony the new
lines of railway, the Yorkrakine-Merre-
din line. Here we have the Agmienliural
Bank with hundreds of thousands of
pounds lent out to little settlers. little
settlers who were, as we kinow, picked
up from the Fremantle slreets, unem-
ployed, and sent out there, and who got
on splendidly. What did our friends op-
posite do with those setilers when they
sob them there? They jerked them out
20 miles, and left lhem stranded as they
ave stranded fo-day. I wounld like to see
ihe Yorkrakine line put through, and T
say we wouid be justified in puiting it
through. We hear people talking about
the havdships of these settlers. 1 have
been amoug those farmers, and T say
they have some of the finest women there
to he Tound m the whole of Australasia.

Mewmber: Wil you iake us there?

Mre. LANDER : T will be very pleased
ta take the lol of vou. They have some
of the finest and bravest women in Aus-
tralin there. When we come to realise
the position of these pour bepgars, in-
duced to go out there under faise pre-
tences. we must sympathise with them.
If a man were to do such a thing as
some of our friends opposite have done
in the past, he would have the Commis-
sioner of Police on to him with a staft
of plain clothes coustables to avrest Lim
for obtaining things under false preten-
ees. I say the Government in the past
have sent people out to these areas and
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practically obtained from them things
under false pretences. They have made
promises to these people, and they have
never earried out those promises. I
would have liked to see that Yorkrakine
line put on the list with the other rail-
ways, because it is fully justified. 1
do not see any grounds for opposition
from Mr. Paterson, the manager of the
Agrieultural Bank, who has lent hundreds
of thousands of pounds to little settlers
without hope of ever getting it back.
Everybody who has to do with wheat
knows thai it is impossible to cart wheat
20 miles and make it pay, especially in a
bad season.

Mr. Underwood: It is worse in a good
season, because you have more fo eart.

Mr, LANNDER: We have only o lake
the road work that has been done by the
present Govertiment in supplyving water
to ihe<e people. [t does nor matter where
you go, in any direetion in Wesfern Aus-
tralia, you will find the Lahour Govern-
ment bas pul down dams and wells and
s sunk bores for (he little man: and
we uust give them eredit for doing as
mueh as they possibly eould for Lhe farm-
ers, irrespeetive of what has been said
for politiecal purpeses, The brick kiln
also seems fto cut very deeply into soine
people, T hope it will ent a hit deeper
vel, When yon come to realise that in
Western Australia at the present time
bricks have praefically gone up o £3 a
thousand, von will see thai something had
to he dene. Any one who has lLad any-
thing to do with building will say the
price is exorbitani. l'rom the reporis of
whal is being charged for bricks in other
States, it seems possible that we shall be
able io turn them out at a liltle under £2
a thousand. Some people say (haf the
bricks will be turned oat for less, but I
will be safisfied wilh that. Our capitalist
friends, instead of condemning us, will
then eoine and shake bands with uws for
civing them the opportunity to build on
the vacaunl blocks of land that they have
hanging about Perth. T am also pleased
to notice that the Governor eongratu-
lates the Government on going in for
harbour improvemients. [ am glad that
the Government have made a siart at
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Bunbury, Albany, and other harbours, be-
sides Fremantle, but T wounld like to hear
themn say that (heyv are also going to start
oit tievaldton. As a meiropolitan menm-
ber who has heen in Ueraldton, I say
that the Geraldton pecple should have
their harbour started and cranes erected
us soon a8 possible,  There is ne donbt
that the wheal arens avound Geraldton
are going to be an important factor in
Western Australiz, und every encourage-
ment should he wiven to Geraldton with
regard to its port, irrespective of whal
member represenis CGeraldion, aithouszh
1 do not think that consideralion has any
weight with our present Government. I
would like to see Geraldton harbour com-
ing along as rapidly as any other har-
bour, :

Mr., Underwood: What aboul the Poxt
Hedland harbour?

Mr, LANDER: [ cerfainly think. tak-
ing into consideralion ilic amount of
money spent hy the Government in the
North-West, that Port Hedland harbour
has done very well, You have a buby up
there costing us about £3,000 or £0,000
per amium. I mean the railway, 1f yon
do not look sharp, possibly the white ants
will have it eaten hefore you can pay in-
tervest on it. 1 think Port Hedland has
done very well indeed. What with im-
provements to jetties and wharves in the
North-West, [ think the North-West has
heen fairly well considered. Another
itemn of advancenment thal is promised has
reference 1o water supply. Bvery person
living in the metropolitan area will ad-
mif that (he water supply in the novihern
porticu of the metropolitan area. priov
lo the Labour Governimeni eoming into
powei, was a standing disprace fo every-
body eoncerned in il. There never was a
sufficient supply (o serve any of the higher
places around Perth. Now that the higher
places are being built upon, witl the in-
crease of populationat is a standing dis-
urace that the Liberal Government in the
past shoulid have so neglected the water
supply for the metropolitan area. The
Liberals promised a supply—I will ad-
mit that—years and years ago; bul they
never got any further. The Tabour Gov-
ernment have provided an extra supply
on Mount Eliza, and have also erected a
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reservoir at Mount Hawthorn; and not
only bave they looked after the metropoli-
ian area, but they have, gone into the
country and have shown thelr apprecia-
tion of the couniry dislriets by turnishing
them with a water supply slso—1 must
say, not before il was wanled. T am surve
that when the Lime comes round for the
numbers to go up, we witl tind thal the

" people in the country distriets, irrespee-

tive of what the Opposition henches may
say, will seud up members in favour of
the Scaddan Governmeul again. Another
item whiel I consider reflects no credit
upon the laie Government iz the secandal
at East Perth. [ refer to the filter heds.
! sav those filter beds constitnie o stand-
ing disgrace, and as for the expert, who-
ever he was, that recommended the filter
beds which were put (here previensly—
well. | frust that now the Government
have started to deal wilh some publie
olficers, that expert will he one that will
he given his swag and told toe tramp. For
it ever a country has paid for the advice
of so-called experis Western Australia
has, Instend of calling lhem experis we
should call them downright wasters and
robbers, men who have bled the Govern-
meuf. All Governments are led by their
experls, and | say ihat these experts who
huve led the Government inio throwing
money away as has been done in 1his case,
are unfitted to hold the high posiiions
which they oecupy, and such men are
complele frouds instead of Leing experts.
When our experts built the Bunbury
bridge they drove the piles down 90 feet
itlo slush, and what do we find they are
doing at (he filter beds? They are build-
ing them & feet deep in slush. Yon might
as well put a boat there and allow il to
ebh and flow with the ride. This Govern-
ment has been made fo spend about
£10,000 to blind over one of the greatest
mistakes ever made. I hope the expert
who is answerable for the filter beds be-
ing put where they are will be asked to
sland down. We have been ladelling out
disease fo the inhabilants through these
filter beds. and for the last two months
or so ik has been praclically impossible-
to live near them. It was a mistake in
the first place to take the sewerage matter

and try and tip it into the river, Thers



256

was a gentlemian, Mr. Crowder, who unfor-
tunately is not with us now, who threat-
ened to bring an injunction against the
city council for allowing drainage to flow
into the river, Now if these new filter beds
do not prove a success our river will he
contaminated, and this will be done on the
advice of experls. 1f the expert is
amongst us now I hope the Government
will tramp him, because no one will ever
again have confidence in him. I would
agree fo the erection of a pumping sia-
tion to-morrow, but after taking into
consideration the heavy expenditure that
the taxpayers have been subjected to in
regard to bouse connections, do you mean
to say that these poor begzars can stand
another rate on top of what they are pay-
ing af the present time. A pumping sia-
tion would eost £300,000, and I question
where the sewage could be pumped to.
But 1if this Govermment will not do it
someone will have to take aection to deal
with that menace at East Perth. Now
we hear it is to be a success, but in my
opinion it has only been patehed up for
the time heing. Another matier T wounld
bring under the notice of the Government,
and whieh I reckon is a srcandal, 15 the
erection of a dam at Bruce Rock, 32 miles
from Alevredin, 'This is one of ihe finest
dams in the agricultural distriets and it
cost £10,000. 1t possesses a fine catch-
ment avea, but when they had four inches
of ram il was nol possible to get more
than four feet of water into it.  This
£10,000 has been wasled there. and the
work is a standing diserace. | would
like to see the expert who was vesponsible
tor the construetion of that dam tramped
also. 1t s a standing disgrace thal these
things should 2o on.  Then there was
£200,600 spent on the Fremantle dock,
and what ahout the experl who was res-
ponsible for that? Whichever Govern-
ment is in power I think shonld deal with
these experts, becanse there are many of
them whom we do not want and who are
a complete failure. We can go back many
vears and find that. in eonnection with the
purchase of the water works, that was
“done on the adviee of an expert, and
Western Australia has had to pay for
it. T would like to see something done
tc shake wup these centlemen, to

[ASSEMBLY.]

show them that lhey do not
rule supreme in \Western Australia. I
wouid also like 1o see the Public Service
Aef amended so thal we mighl be able
to deal with these people. Tt is a scandal
to employ ignorant men who eall them-
selves experls, and who do nothing but
misltead the Government. ITave we not
seen the same thing in regard to the
purchase of stoek? If the experts had
exercised care the Government wounld
never have honght (.10 bulloeks, Tm-
mediately a boat comes in the question is
asked, “What sort of bullecks have you
on board?” and when they are lold, the
reply is. “More trouble, more for the
boilers.” And when we have experts lead-
ing us inlo sueh traps it is time for the
Governmeunt to take aetion. I congratu-
late the Honorary Minister, and I think
ever¥one will congratulate im, on (the
goed work he has_done in his department
not only in reference to the improvement
of [he milk supply, but many other mat-
ters. When 1 first took up this question
of the milk supply, the death rate in the
State was 140 per thousand. The Gov-
ernmeunl, however, came along and eoura-
weously handled this question until now
we find that the death rate is the lowest
in any of the Australian States.  The
Covernmen! supplied pure milk to the
children’s hespiial, and tmmediately an
improvement. in the coundition of things
came abouf, uniil now the death rate.
we learn. is down to B0 per thousand.
How can we ihus fail to vealise the good
work which has been done? T heard Lhe
teader of the Oppesition twitting the
Govermuent by saving that his Govern-
meni had hought the cows. The present
Governmeni, however. hought the ecows
and they took partieular care to buy good
ones. and cows that were free from dis-
pase. When the present Government took
over the eows which had been purchased
hy the previous Government 50 per cent.
of them were reiecfed. The other day
the Fremantle eouneil thonght they would
have a eut at our Honorary Minister, but
why did they not o inte the matter pro-
perly and asecerfain if the partieulars
were a5 {hey had been published in the
newsparers?  The Honorary Minister.
however. knocked cvervthing out of the
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arguments of the Fremanue eouneil. We
must also give the Honorary Minister
credit beeause he has done really good
work in reference to the hospitals. Dur-
ing the period of the Labour administra-
tion we find that a few good rows have
heen kicked up amongst members of the
hoards of management. That is a good
sign, for wheunever these people disagree
fhey are sure to be duing good work.
Those who are always agreeing you ean
reckon are a lot of cronks. There is noth-
ing like dilterences of opinion, and then
it is that we find that the wheat is sifted
from the weeds, 1t is pleasing to know
that the eost of patients at the Perth
public hospital has now been reduced to
£1 1ls, 6d., and when you run the tape
over lhat vou must congrafulate them
on the good work which they have done
at that institution. The only thing T re-
gret is fhai public subseriptions have
fallen off considerably, I would like lo
see the public respond move liberally to-
wards the good work the public hespital
and the children’s hospiial are deoing. We
must all admit thai they are doing good
work, and at reazonable rates, and when
vou take into eonsideration the reduction
in the deaih vate. that tou is considerably
in their favour. I wonld like to have seen
greater interest taken in the matter of
dealing with the red plague. This is a
question which is very difficult to deal
with, and it wants treating with a draslic
hand. It is one of those diseases which
remain latent for generations, and any
person who has studied physiology knows
how it ean be transmitied from one to
the other. I hape the Government will
go into this question and deal with i with
a hold face. Tt is a question many do
not care to handle. but it shonld be
handled in an open and fearless manner.
Tu the North-West T am sorry lo say
there are disiricts which are practically
ynined through it. and unless we take
steps lo eradicale it we shall have
it transmitfed {hroughout the State. T
lnow that the colleagues of the Honorary
linister are assisting him in this matter.
Another matter which deserves a little
consideration is the action the Govern-
ment have taken to deal with inebriates.
T am sure every member will give the

237

Government eredit for that action. Many
of us are often too hard on the drunkard.
I am of vpinion that in the eases of both
men and women il is a disease, and must
he dealt with as such., Those who have
gone into the drink question have more
sympathy than we for our unfortunate
fellowmen, Most of us have known really
good men with only one failing, namely,
the drink. Keep them from that and they
are good ecitizens; but immediately they
zet drink they seem to lose all self-con-
trol. T am pleased to see the Giovernment
are laking steps to deal with theze inebri-
ates, 1 hope they will meet with every
suceess, and I am sure they will receive
the congratulations of all concerned.
Many families have been runined by drink,
It is of no use condemning a man: what
we slioutd de iz to assist him as far as we
possibly can, and I am glad the Govern-
ment arve doing something in this diree-
tion. Then there 1s the allowanee paid
for the conveyanee of children to State
schools in country districts, This is very
much appreeiated in the farming areas.
I hope the Government will eontinne this
as far as they possibly ean. Another
good step is the extva allowance paid to
widows and orphans. This is a step in
the right direction. When the Govern-
ment eame info power it was a small pit-
tance of about £7.000 per annum, and it
was neecessary that the child should be
taken before the court and declared to
be a neglected child. T am pleased that
that has been done away with, and now
when a widow is left with a family all
she has fto do is to appeal to Mr. Long-
more, when every eonsideration is shown
to Ier.  In some instances these mothers
are drawing as much as £2 per week. I
have had something to do wiih the qnes-
tion, and 1 have received everv eonsidera-
tion from the Minister and from Mr,
Longmore to assist me in trying to put
these mothers in a more comfortable posi-
tion than they have been hitherto. T am
pleased to see the Government have im-
proved the conditions of many conntry
hospitals. I would like to see a hospital
established at Merredin. It is a big agri-
cultural eentre and railway junetion. I
would like to see the Government place
an amount on the Estimates this year to



provide a hospital at Merredin. 1 believe
they are going to ereet a hospital af Kel-
lerbervin, and I give them credit for this,
but I say a hospital 15 even more neces-
sary at Mervedin. 1t does not matter
whether it be a fracture or a serious ill-
ness; I have seen very had eases at Mer-
redin, and if we conld save them having
to travel 33 miles, if it were only to es-
tablish them in femporary quarters. if
would be a great boon. And while they
are about it the hospital should be made
a maternily hospital as well as a general
liospital. It 15 really necessary, and would
save a greal deal of anxiety and expense.
Another thing which should be done is io
make better provision on fhe Merredin
platform for ihose who have to wait hours
Tor a (rain. It is a disgrace to the Gov-
ernment. to allow a plaiform like that
to continue in ifs present eondition. Some
times 30 or 70 persons are to he found
waiting on that platform, persons in from
Bruece Rock, Dowerin, and other places,
waiting for one or other of the expresses.
They arvive at abont 12 o’clock midnight
ad have {o wait untill 3 oclock or 4
o’cloek in the morning, freezing on that
platform withont a waiting room or a
fire. T wroie to the Minister and asked
him to put in an ol drum and direet the
staltion master to heht a fire. This in it-
self would be a great boon on a cold night,
Again, ir is not a fair thing lo ask the
railway officials to do their work on that
platform. There are the iwo expresses
up and down, and four trains daily, and
it 15 most unfair to ask the officials to do
their work there. T would like to see some-
thing done by ilke Government 1o hurry

on the improvemenis to lhe Merredin
platform, No doubt we will be told the

delay is due o want of funds; bhat it
would not cost mueh to improve that
platform. TF that were done it would be
appreciated by the travelling publie,

Mr. Folev: What sort of retreshment
room have they there?

Mr. LANDER: 1t is improved lately,
hut at one time it was a standing dis-
grace.

Mr. Folev: They could go in there
for shelter,

[ASSEMBLY.]

Mr, LANDER: It is nor large enough
for them all to get in. T hope these pro-
posed improvements will he made. I eon-
gratulale the Government on their atti-
tude towards the question of sly grog sell-
ing, although in my opinion they have not
zone far enough. Sly grog selling is wo-
ing yn all over the districis; it is a staml-
ing disgrace. Officials will tell us that
there is o greater number of convictions
and fines imposed than in the past; but
sly groggeries ave Hourishing in the agri-
eultural digiriets fo a grealer extent than
ever before. [ hope ihe Government will,
as the result of their increased fines and
the enlarged powers we gave them last
session, Inkes some steps to deal with this
evil. Look al it from a husiness aspect.
Here we have a sly groggery, and you
might ‘be running a farm in the distriet.
Your man comes in and gets too many
drinks at the sly grogwery. In a haif
drunken state he meels with an accident.
Then the Workers’ Compensation Ael
operafes and yon have to pay him com-
pensation for the accident which he met
with as the result of his visit to the siy

grogeery. We should take more
stringent steps than m the past
in dealing  with this matter. At

Bruce Roelk the practice has been earried
on openly for a considerable fime, and the
member for Pingelly ean tell his friend,
Mr. Hedges, when next he meets them.
to ask about his bullock driver. On one
occasion that bulloek driver came in there
and after his departure he was found
seven miles ont helplessiy drunk, sitiing
between the two wheels of his bullock
wagon. If the bulloeks had gone on the
poor fellow would have been killed, and
someene would have stepped in and tried
to have elaimed compensation. We should
pul oar several Aets into foree and pro-
tect these poor fellows from the sly grog-
weries, 1 am pleased, toa, with {he steps
the Education Department bave taken in
reference to the conlinuation classes and
the continuouns conrses from the primary
school to the TUniversity. Prior to the
Clovernment coming into office, if a ehild
left the James-street school he lost 12
months, That has heen remedied. and a
child can wow continue his studies right
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The Government should waich

and see that the University eclasses are
open for all. In reference to the veferi-
nary classes, an attempt was made to stop
certain individuals from attending those
classes, to conserve the clagses for others.
With the assisfance of one or two T have
heen able to break (hat up and make ihe
elass open to all. T hope that if ever on
another oceasion ihe aftempt is made 1o
hoyeott anyone From attending the Univer-
sity  classes the Government will tlake
steps to profest against it, We are to
have some fresh legisiation, inclading con-
stitutional refurm. By Jove! if ever
ihere was a place that required constitu-
ttonal reform, most of (he people in Wesi-
ern Australia would hold op boih hands
and say Western Australia is that place.
When we come to think of the scandalous
way in which some of our Bills are dealt
with when they get {o another place, we
st agree that when they name that place
the slanghter house, it will be properly
named. When we take an important Bill
like the Mines Regulation Bill, asking
them to do away with the night shift, we
find they hold a caucus meeting and pick
out a few poinis to disenss, Tancy deny-
ing the miners, the men who have put
Western Australia in the position in
whisll she is to-day, the right to live!
They tried to make a ecomparison between
our asking men to work afterncon shift
in #he timber mifls and the mine owners
asking the men to work night shift down
a mine. There is no comparison between
asking a man to work in a black hole in
foul atr, and asking him to work out on
a timber mll.  Statislies show the num-
ber of poor fellows who have heen hur-
ried away to their graves hy miner’s
phthisis. and T am sure it is time every-
one took a =tand to protect {he lives of
miners in Western Australia. The eree-
tion of a =anitorium at Wooroloo is cost-
ing the Government thousands of pounds,
hut it is money rvightly spent and T hope
the insfitution will be a snecess. An in-
teresting photograph was published re-
cently showing the ill-effects of rock-drill-
g work on able and robust men in Syd-
nov, and the record of deaths which ve-

alead,
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curred as a result of dust and foul air
after a few years’ work was appalling.

Mr. Foley:
good air.

Mr, LANDER: 1n the same way able
bodied men enter the mining indusiry,
work for a few years and then have to
find easier jobs, or take advantage of
the saniiorinm, When onee a man has
been badly aftacked by ihe disease as
many of our miners have been it is hope-
less o expect any imprgvement. The
mueslion has been foughl from the point
of view of finance. Ponnds shillines and
pence lave been considered befove the
health of the emplovees who make the big
dividends for the mines. 1 hope that this
auestion will be forced so that we can
abolish the night shift and provide hetter
working conditions for the men. 1t is not
often that I detain the House at any
length, but there is one other item to
which T wish to refer, namely, the Agri-

They were working in

cultural Bank, Mr. Paterson and s
officers  deserve credit for their good
work. T think it is time that steps
were taken to provide offices  for
the bauk., A sum of £8360 per annum
is being  poud for offiece rent which
amounl capifalised  wonld  pay  in-

lerest on Lhe oullay required to erect a
really good building. It is time the Gov-
ermnent got a move on and erected offices
for this bank. Tf we examined some of
the public offices m Perth we would have
to conelude that the Government are as
bad as the mine-owners, for civil servants
are working in unhealthy offices. 1 hope
the Clovernment will hurry on the town
hall proposal and ereet suitable offices
for their employees. We recognise the
good work which has been done by the
Agricultural Bank. Tf many of the peo-
ple who made use of the bank had been
ruided by the sound advice given by Ar.
Paterson and his subordinates, they
would have been in a different position
to-day. Many of them are erying out
that the Government are not helping
them. but if inquiries are made among
the farmers, it will be found that there
are nol so many ecroakers as some hon,
menibers would lead us fo helieve, Ti is
a hard battle for the farmer withont capi-
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tal during the first few years, but there
are not many eroakers among them.
They are brave men, and their wives
are brave women. They are doing
good work and they require a little
consideration. T hope that the Gov-
ernment  will make the report of
the board betfer known, and they should
give settlers lo understand exactly what
they intend {o do. I endeavoured to as-
certain what was to he done and I was
asked, “Did you not see it in the paper$”
I saw an announcement slaiing that the
Government wounld not be too hard on
the men, but T wanted further informa-
tion. The Government onght to say to
those who are suffering from the blow,
“We will not ask you for any rent or
interest for five years.” This would be
an encouragement for them, A friend
of mine lost £1,000 as a result of the
blow, but he said he required no more
assistanee than he would be i a posilion
to repay. He desired that his rent and
interest should be deferred, and he would
then be able to earry on.  The report
should be published so ihat the setflers
in Lhe outhack places will know what is
being dove. At the present {ime they
are in suspense and are in a gquandary as
to what to do. No dqubt, the cost of
Iand in some instances was too high and
many setilers are sitnated too Tar from
a railway, and the result has heen ihat
they canmot make a succes of their hold-
ings. If their rent and intevest are de-
ferred for a time the aetion of the Gov.
ernment will be appreciated.

Mr. ETLIOTT (Geraldton): T am
glad to have the opportunity to say a
few words on the Address-in-reply. In
listening to the Premier I eould not help
but admire the tenacity of parpese wilh
which he pursued the leader of the Op-
position, whose politieal acilons were
analysed and turned inside out. We all
know the feeling which one experiences
in playing a gnme of bridee when one
of the players insists on holding what is
usually termed post mortems. The three
hours of reeriminafions in which {he Pre-
nier indulged appealed to me as one
great politienl post mortem. As a new
wember it seemed to me to be somewhat

[ASSEMBLY.]

undignified, It may he in accordance
with the rules of the House, but it did
not appear to me lo be at all dignified.
I take it ihat we in Western Australia
have very few enemiez. This is fo some
exient a nusforiune, because, having no
enemies to fight we spend most of our
time and a greal deal of our energy in
fighting each olher. 1 econgratulate the
Government on the judicial appointments
which have recently been made to the
Supreme Court bench. In the elevation
of My, Jusitce Maemillan to ibhe Chief
Justiceship in succession to Sir Henry
Parker, and the appointment of Jlr.
Justice Norlhmore as a Puisne Judge.
[ bave no hesitalion in saying that
thronghout the length and hreadih of the
Stale there has not heen one word of
criticism.  ‘This 13 all the more pleasing
becanse prior to the appointments being
made we heard ugly rumoars thal politi-
cal influenee and bins were to be bronght
to bear upon the Government's selection.

Mr. Bolion: They emanated only from
the Liberals vou know.

Me, ELLIOTT: 1 am pleased to re-
cord iy festimony that these appoint-
menis have been excellent ones, As re-
eards the agricultural distrigts, T am
sorry that so far (he vain hns been very
Inte in coming, and now it has come
that it has been to some extent seanty.
bt T believe thal the season has only
been deferred. If we recollecl, last sea-
son was within ten days of heing as®late
as the present one aud it ultimately
proved a really good one. 1 am convineced
that this will he the ease fhis year. s
regards the pastoral areas, T am not able

to speak in  snch  hopeful terms.
From Roebourne ito Sandstone in the
Murchison, Gascovne, and Ashburton

distriets. with the one exceplion of Port
Hedland, they bhave missed the summer
rains and we have now reached the last
monih in which riin can be expeeted.
But Weslern Australia has a wonderful
way of recuperaling al the last moment.
and T helteve that during this month or
perhapis early next month we will have
a general downpour which will save the
situafion.  Tn the Roehourne disiriet
there has heen pragtically no rain for 13
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or 19 months and the slock are in a
low  eondition.  The ouly relief which
the gquatters can obtain is from the ship-
ping interests, and every vessel is being
loaded up to its full capacity in order to
bring the stock down south. The other
day £8,000 were sent down in one
shipment. All the boats are going full
steam ahead, but unfortunately ship-
owners, as is usual under the law of sup-
ply and demand, have put wup their
rates of freight, and I am sorry to say
that the Governinent steamer “Kwinana.”
whieh was put on the eoast to stop this
sort of thing. has juined in the general
movement. Tast yvear I had 3,000 sheep
brought down in the *Kwinana” from
Wyndham to Gealdton ab a freight of
2s. 6d. per head. This year when T ap-
proached the management of the vessel
I found that it would be difficult to ob-
tain space in her at all, but the only
terms on which I could obtain it was ai
the rate of 3=. per head from Point
Sampson to Geraldion. This represents
an increase of about 25 per cent. for a
journey of 500 miles less. This is a
point which is eertainly not in favour of
the State steamship service. Even if the
vessel bad been run at a slight loss the
Government should have stood by the
stock-owners in their hour of need and
hrought the starving stock down south.
What has intensified the position is the
fact that the Government have wiped ont
in one fell swoop the rebates on the rail-
way. The Premier stated thal this would
affect only the big man, and T maintained
that the small man who is taking one or
two trucks should obtain them on the
snme terms as the man who takes 14 or
15 bogies. The effect of this is that the
price of ment has been increased to the
consumer in Perth, and what is more im-
portant, it is impossible to travel starv-
ing stoek, a step which will probably be
necessary in a few months if there is no
rain in the Murchison. Another action
on ihe part of the Government which T
deprecate was the attempt last year to
double the land tax lo farmers and the
imposiiion of increased freight on man-
ures, coal, and timber,

Hon, W. C. Angwin (Honorary Min-
ister) : Do you want the Government fo
carry stuff at a loss?

Mr. ELLIOTT: The Government must
not expect these actions to prove accept-
abie to the people of the country, but
on the other hand they must expect to
ineur a certain amount of unpopularity.
[ would like to contrast the treatment
which (he deputation from the owners
and bigz men of the coal industry received
at the hands of the DPremier compared
with the audienee which he gave to the
farmers, The coal merchanis headed by
Mr. A, A, 'Wilson and his friends of the
Trades Hall, we are told, received eivil
treatment.

Hon. W. (. Angwin (Honorary Min-
ister) : The leader of the Opposition was
present.

Mr, ELLTOTT: And although the Pre-
mier was approached by a deputation ve-
presentative of about 4,000 farmers, they
were told brusquely and somewhat curtly
that he refused to receive them and that
they would be only wasting time. The
reasons which guided the Premier in the-
one case ouzht te have held good in the
other case. If it is found possible to
reduee the rates on coal it shonld have
been possible, in view of the bad season,
to redure lhe rates on manure,

Ton. W. C. Angwin (Honorary Minis-
ter): They reduced the priece of eoal as
well, you know.

Mz, ELLIOTT: I do not wish to be
critical as regards the workers’ homes
scheme, for it has my fullest support. I
believe it is aceomplishing much good
throughout the settled distriets of West-
ern Ausiralia. T believe that to some ex-
tent workers’ homes have been erccted on
the fields, but in the coastal towns where
they have been erected in greater muw-
hers, they have proved an immense boon
to the working men, There are some
amendments Lo the Aet which L think ave
necessary. ‘When the Government euts
up a block of land, as at Subiaco, and as
they have been doing at Geraldton, some
provigion should be made as to the forma-
tion of roads.

Hon. W. C. Angwin (Honorary Minis-
ter) : Do yon mean macadamised?
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Me. ELLIOTT: T mean the making of
roads,

Hon. W. G. Angwin (Honorary Miuis-
ter): Private people do not do that.

Mr. ELLIOTT: Private people, bv
regniation under the Roads Aet, when
they requive fo cut up land, before the
plans for subdivision ave aceepfed for
the cutting up of the land, have to pro-
vide the roads, macadamised roads, at
their own expense. The Government
ought to be put on the same fooling a3
a private individual. It may mean an
increased cost in conneciion  with the
workers’ homes, We have a speetacle at
Geraldton where 10 or 12 acres were
cut up by the Workers’ Homes Board, and
the ouly track provided was veally a saud
heap, It iz unfair to expect women, with
their children, to push their prams
through this heavy sand. The Minisier
in charge of the department might weil
take this maiter into consideration by way
of introducing an amendment to the meas-
ure, As regards the leasehold sysiem 1
do not wish to say very mueh, The work-
ing men for whom the system was in-
augnurated have spoken against it them-
selves, The Government have only had
some 208 homes taken up under this sys-
tem, whersas they have had, T believe,
1.000 taken up under ihe freehold svs-
tem,

Mr. MeDowall:
availabie.

Mr., BLLIOTT: This proves that the
leasehold syslem was nol acceplable io (he
working men, May I ask the Honorary
Minister under what prineiple Minisiers
of the Crown have built their own homes.
1 venture to say there is not one of [he
AManisters of the Crown whe does not live
in a free honse and on freehold land. May
I ask. under what prineciple the Honorary
Minister is holding his?

Hon. W €. Angwin {Honorary Min-
ister) : Under the only prineiple upui
wliich T eonld get it.

Mr. ELLIOTT: 1 admire their ingea-
uity, by which they are able to go into
the country and persuade the people to
take the pills that they themselves ave
not prepared to swallow,

Mr. Underwood: That is tripe,

There was no lard

[ASSFMBLY.]

A, KLLIOTT: The remark is fypical
of the hon. member, I am glad {o see that
some of my shafis ave getting home, We
find the member for North-Fast Fre-
manile {Mr. Angwin} Ims been touched
on the raw,

Mr, Underwood: They are not truths.

Mr, ELLLOTT: The lion. members oji-
posite do nol appear to like what T say
upon the workers’ homes question, so I
will tnn to the question of the tramways.
1 was not in the House at the time the
tramway Bill was put (hrough. T belicve
that the leaders of the Liberal party were
in favour of it, For my part. however.
T think that o great inistake has heen
made in purchasing the {rams for Perth.
We have something like £300.000 capital
invested here, Tt was thought that after
the pnrehase the one-fourth of the pro-
fits of the company e¢n that £300,000
would no Jonger be remitled annually to
the old country. Pressure was hrought
fo bear by the Government and also upon
the municipal eonncil, as a result of which
fhe trams were purchased. Like the esirich
thalt hides its head in (he sand. peojple
thought that the remittances to England
had ceased. In my opinion this is nothing
of the sort, Tt is fallaciouns, 1t is true
we are not now remithing the profits of
the trams but are remitting the moncy
in the shape of interest. We liave o
svafem. toon, whieh has in no way been
improved.

Mr. Lewis: Oh ves, it has,

Mr. KLLTIOTT: The trams
mueh divtier than they used to be. The
(tovernment have shown a profit of
£20,000 for last vear and vet no provision
has been made for the depreciation of the
serviee. 1 think thal the Government will
find that there are rocks ahead, in view
of the ecoudilion into which the service
has fallen. and the expenditure wlich wil®
be vequirved upon it.

My, Underwood: \Where did vou get
the information that no provision had
heen made for depreciation?

ITon. J. Mitehell; The statement has
heen made publicly.

My, ELLIOTT: I will now turn to the
question of agrienltural railways. T have
lately had the pleasure of a trip over the

are verv
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Wongan Hills line with the Minister {ur
Works. I would like to add my testimony
to the way that line has been built and
equipped. I believe it has cost a larze
sum of money, but I believe that the value
for the money is there. In contrasting the
railways built by this Administration and
the cheaper lines bumilt by the previous
Government, we must remember that when
vou have cheap things you cannot expect
to have the same facilities as if you pay
a large price.  You might buy a pair
of hools at 1ds. and vet get egnal value
by buving a pair at 23s, The question
of quality is operating. When funds are
limited, as was the case under the Liberal
administration, ag they admittedly were,
it i1s a question whether it is not better
to build light lines at a cost of £1,100

thant to build half the number of lines

wlieh ave eosting £2,000 or more a mile.
The Government have claimed that they
have Found it necessary lo expend £46,000
in equipping and reballasting and add-
ing to the facililies of the light lines of
railway taken over by lhe working rail-
ways from the Liberal administration.
This sum was expended on railways and
represents nn average of £137 per mile.
If af this trifling expense we hawe secured
veasonably efficient lines of railways I
think Wesfern Australin may eongratu-
late ifself on having made an excellent
hargain. T think that probably both

classes  of  rallway  represent  mood
value for the woney. I quite be-
lieve that both parties felt  that

they were doing their best with the money
that was spent. I helieve that, although
we have elieaper lines and more expen-
sive lines we have good value Tor what
has heen spent on them. Tt has been
mentioned that 3Mr. Rolland in his report
stated that under the day lahour system
lines ean be construeted equally as well
as under the contract system. I am pre-
pared to aceept Mr. Rolland’s report:
he is a responsible officer and an officer
of verv high grade, and T bhelieve him
when he makes that statement. You
must, however, remember that he has
heen reporting to a Ministry that he
knows ave biassed in favoar of the dav

e

Inbour system. We do not know what
qualifieations he made.

The Minister for Mines : That is a
reflection on Mr. Rolland., The hon. mem-
Ler suggests that he would report in ae-
cordance with the desive of the Minister.

Mr. ELLIOQOTT: Ye have not My,
Rolland’s statement before us, but have
only the Premier’s version of it.

The Minister for Mines: The whole
statement was put in last session and
read to ihe House.

Mr. ELLIOTT: I have not seen it.
Such stalements are very often gualified,
although the qualifications do not appear.

The Minister for Mines: There were
no yualifications at all.

Hon. Frank Wilson : Let the hon. mem-
bozr speak.

Mr., ELTLAOTT: As regards the im-
plement works., 1 was not present on the
opening day but 1 made a point of going
down later on and of getting an order
from the Minister for Works to he shown
over the machinery and works. I may
tell you that I have been very greatly
impressed, not only with the works and
the nature of them—for there were
several machines of whieh I have an in-
timate knowledge, windmills for instance
—but I was also impressed with the man-
amer. 1 believe that Mr. Davies has been
given a free hand by the Government in
the matter, and he assured me that he
was able to turn out machines that were
at leagt 30 per cent. eheaper than those
whichi were imported by the ordinary
manufaeturer., 1IF this is the case, al-
though I iun generally opposed io these

socialistic  schemes, T feel that 1he
conntry is fo o great extent eom-
mitted to them, and, as representiny

at least some of the farmers. 1 should he
unwise and foolish to attempt to shut
down on this particular scheme, if it s
going to bring the neeessary help to the
Farming community.

The Minister for Mines : Socialism,
thevefore, is good if 1t helps the farmers,

Hon. Frank Wilson : We can see what
the State steamers have done.

Mr, ELLIOTT: I wanted speciadly
to point oul what Mr. Davies told me,
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but we have yet to see whether what Las
heen said will be earried into effect.
Hen. Frank Wilson: That is right.
Mr, ELLIOTT: There were no figures
available at the time I was down there.
I asked Mr. Davies for a price list. He
told me that he was getting one out and
that it would be available in four or six
weeks time. There is one very important
point in regard to the manufacture of im-
plements and that is the manufacture of
spare parts. MFarmers have had a ter-
rible experience in this respect. We have
heard complaints on all sides in regard to
the matter. A farmer will buy some new-
Fangled machine at the instance of some
persuasive canvasser, who will point out
the benelits and the virtues thai are con-
tained in this machine. Something goes
wrong with the works and the farmer
has to send to Adelaide, to Melbourne, or
even Lo America to get spare parts to
replace the old ones. I lope, therefore.
that the Government will see that all
machines that are made have a supply
of spave parts which can be provided
to the farmers. The Government in
this connection have taken a ecertain
course. They intend to dispose of their
machines not by employing commercial
travellers, 1t will be found that the
Giovernment will be in no hetter position
in regard to the disposal of their wa-
¢hines than anybody else. Commereial
laws must necessarily apply to govern-
ments. Business firms find that it is
necessary Lo employ personal canvassers

in order to dispose of machinery. I think’

the Government will find it necessary to
do tiis also.

The Minister for Mines: The smallness
of the price is the best answer to that.

My, ELLIOTT: L think the Govero-
ment will find that it will be necessary to
have personal eanvassing in order to dis-
pose of the machinery, Such an indi-
vidual, if he is a good man, will probably
talk down 10 or 20 per cenl. and will be
able to push the commodity whiek he may
be employed to sell. As regards the
sleeper contract, 1T may say that the ne-
gotiations have, in my opinion, been very
badly conducted. There has been a great
want of business knowledge shown on the

[ASSEMBLY.]

part of the Leads of affairs. An attempt
has been made, instead of getting through
with the business, t¢ make political
poinis against Mr. Cook, the Prime Minis-
ter, and his colleagues. It is a very for-
lunate thing for Western Australia, in
iy opinion, that the coniract was ean-
celled. My, Properjohn, the manager of
the mills has stated ihat the output of
the mills ig considerably less—I think
32,000—although the Premier said it was
72,000,

The Premier: The contract was not for
72,000 at all.

Mr, ELLIQTT : [ think that Western
Australia would bave been mulel in very
heavy ecosts if the contract had gone
through. As regards the powellising pro-
cess, 1 think that this is on its trial, 1
think that the terins of the contract were,
to say the least. amazing., Why we should
give powellising rights to this man for
somelhing like five years, after his pay-
ments have expired, I de not know. I
think, however, that the country bas a
right to know why these provisions were
put into the agreement. I regard the
powellising proeess as something that has
et to be proved. It may be compared
with the cures for eonsumption about
which some of you may have heard in the
p-ast. AMedical gentlemen very often come
forward and say that they have certain
eures for eonsumption. 1 remember the
case of Dr. Kochs, a celehrated (German
scientist, who some 10 vears ngo claimed
that he had found a Ivmph that was a
enre for eonsumpiion, The latest medical
zentleman to eome forward with a cure
for this is D, Paget, and I trust he will
be sueceessful.

Hon. W, C. Angwin (Honorary Mini-
ster) : Dr. Kochs' cure is very good.

Mr, BLLIOTT: He did not prove that
Lhe could effect a cure. Dr. Paget also
claims that he has some serum by which
he eonld cure (hat dreadful disease known
as the while plague.

Hon. Frank Wilson: Mr, Angwin does
not helieve in it.

Hon. W. C. Angwin (Honorary Mini-
ster): We are frying il, at all events.

Mr. RLLIOTT: I can understand that

by the utilisation of this arsenic process
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you can do away with white ants, but how
arsenic is going to affect. the natural pro-
cess of the dry rotting of timber, I do
not know,

The Premier: Eight years’ expericnce
of the process should be suflicient.

Hon. Frank Wilson: On 50 sleepers !

My, ELLIOTT: Of course, if it eouid
be proved, it would be a splendid thing
for Western Aunstralin, and the Premier
would have every reason to flatter and
congratulate himself that the scheme had
proved a suceess,

The Premier: I am perfectly satisficd
but I suppose you will take the eredit
if it furns out a snecess.

Mr. ELLTOTT: T may certainly sus-
pend my judgment on it for the fime be-
ing, We have not yet had sufficient time
elapse to allow of our saving whether
it 1s going to he a success or not.

The Premier: You are willing to give
it a show, are you not?

Mr. ELLIOTT: There is this poini
always to he remembered, that although
ithe Government are very sanguine, as
they tell us. in regard to the suecess of
the powellising process, they do not seem
at all anxious, or (hey do not seein game,
to try the proeess themselves,  They do
1ot use it on their own railways. The
wish of the Premier and his confreres
seems to be fo Lry it on the dog first.

The Premier: T did not know that I am
a dog.

Mr. ELLIOTT: The dog in this in-
stance is the Commonwealth Premier, Mr.
Cook,

Mr. TUnderwood: What sort of sleepers
have you mol at the head of the Marble
Bar railway?

Mr. ELLTOTT: 1f ihe dog survives the
precess, we shall all be extremely pleased.
My personal atlitude on these matters is
that T suspend judgment on it.

The Premier: Who is going to prove
it?

Mr, ELTIOTT; Time will prove it.

Member: Tt has heen proved.

My, ELLIOTT: The process has bean
put to the test for ahout five or six years
in a wet cutting cloze to Perth.

The I’remier: That is not correct.

Mr. ELL1OTT: | maintain that is naot
a fair test. If the Government wish to
fest the eflicacy of the process against
white ants and dry rot, let them test it
on the Easiern goldfields line to Kalgoor-
lie, where the sun is baking hot, or on the
Cue railway. I only hope it will be a
suecess. If g0, it will be a grand thing
for Western Australia, and a great
Peather for the Prewier and his party;
but up to the present time it has not been
proved,

The Premier: You will never be satis-
fied until T am dead, that it is a suceess.

Mr. ELLIQOTT: T shall be dead myself
before you. Now, in regard to the State
steamers,

The Minister for Mines: That is some-
thing fresh, something new.

Mr. ELLIQTT: We have it on record
to-day—the statement has been pat forih
by authority of the Colonial Seerefary—
{hat Lhe loss on lhe Siale stenmers up lo
June, 1913, whieh is only 13 months they
have been running, amounis to almo:zt
£23,000.

My, MeDowall: ls (here not always a
less on big businesses just starting?

Mr, ELLIOTT: We have it also on the
saine authority that the eost of repairs
has been charged to capital aceount,

The Premier: \Where did vou gather
that from?

Mz, ELLIOTT: From the same fource.
I anticipate a very sertous loss when it
comes {o reolising the hoat which has
heen proved to he thoroughly unsatis-
factory—the **Western Australin.’’

Tihe Premier: What abont the loss on
Lhe steamer (hat was plying between Ger-
aidton and Fremantie?

Hon. Frank Wilson: When are you go-
ing to give us the balanee sheel?

Mr. Underwood: When iz Newfou
Moaore going {0 square up about selling
that pup to us?

Mr. ELLIOTT: T do not know why it
lias taken 13 months to bring the aceonnis
out. I know what would be thought of a
commercial firm fthat iyl not have its
audited aceounts within two or three
months of the date on which they closed.
But in Western Australia with these trad-
ing concerns things are running very
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slowly. A lot of water runs under the
bridges before the Government c¢an find
time to get these acceunts out. I would
riot be opposed to the State steamers as
sueh, provided that they carried out the
conditions for which they were put on.
The leading idea in introdueing these
State steamers on to the coast was to
provide facilities for small squatters in
the Kimberley distriets, who are alleged
to be boycotted, to bring their stoek
down,

The Prewmier: We are doing that,

Mr. ELLIOTT: Now, if we look
throngh the list of shippers by the
“Wwinana” we find names that suggest
to me what are ealled (he beef barons.
For example, there are the names of Cop-
ley Bros,, Holmes Bros., and Forresi &
Cimanuel.

The Premier: That is not ecerrect,

Mr. ELLTOTT: We find those names
instead of those of the small men. I do
not believe that 5 per cent. of the small
squatters have had stoek coming down on
the State stenwers.

The Premier: That is absolutely incor-
rect. Allow me,  There have been over
7.000 eatile brought down for small own-
crs as against 1.8500 for hiy owners.

Hon, Frank Wilson: O, ring off, ring
aft.

Mr. ELLIOTT: By small owners do
vou mean Herbert Lee-Steere of Yanda-
nooka FEstate?  The small pastoralist
in the Kimberleys have turned out to he
a myth. The Government used to send
emissaries all over the place, but failed
to find them, they do not mention them
now. They bring stock down as business
men slhould do. The records of the
“Kwinana’’ and the ‘“Western Aus-
tralia’" have not heen such as would
cormend themselves to the small man.
I know one man who tried small ship-
ments, and some of his cattle were sold
ub a net price of 10s. per head.

The Premier: The small men are book-
ing space for next year nlrveady.

Mr, BELLIOTT: T would like to point
out that in connection with the first three
trips this year, something like 400 head
perished and a large percentage of them
helonged to the Government. Only the

[ASSEMEBELY.]

other day a gentleman in the Upper
House, whom T must not mention, stated
—and T think it was also stated by the
Premier—that those steamers were pro-
vided to furnish special facilities on the
North eoast. The urgument was that
if the small farmers in the backblocks
could have agrienltural railways that
did not pay, why should not the same
facilities, to the extent to which it was
possible, be granted to smali squatters or
large squatters in the Kimberleys and
the North-West 2 That would be an ex-

cellent reason if it turned out so.
But what is the position? We find
that when two State boats were put

on—the **Western Australia’’ and the
“Kwinana”’—the  Adclaide  Sieamship
Company, who previously had done the
mail service, took off the “Moira” and the
“Aldinga”  Our friends on the Opposi-
tion bench at Lhat time—the Labour Gov-
ernmeni—were enabled to arrange with
Mr. Fisher to seenre the contraet for the
mails.  Then the Adelaide Steamship
Company eame to the eonclusion—I
think it was a wige one—that they would
nok ent off their nose to spite their face.
Tt was the condition of this mail con-
traet that made ile trade possible to
them, and when the mails weve taken
away the company took off their hoats.
Therefore, when the “Aldinga’ and the
“WMoira” were taken off—good boeats in
every sense of the word—instead of in-
creased and lmproved facilities, the peo-
ple of the North-Wesl received infinitely
worse facililies, If vou travel up Worlh,
as T did not verv long ago, vou find that
complaints concerning (he mail service
are very, very urgent, Mr. Gregory when
up there was absolutely pestered wilth
complaints. One of the chief complaints
was as to these hoats, The Covernment
have only two, and, naturally, sometimes
the hoats go in for repairs, and the Gov-
ernment have not anoiher by which they
ean replace the “Western Australia.”
Again, when there wos a sirike of their
fyiends in the other Stales. the mail con-
tragt was lmng up: =o that, instead of
placing inereased facilities on the coast,
they have made the conditions on the
const infinitely worse thdn before; and the



{8 JuLy, 1914.]

main point is that this is being done at
a loss, Now, we have lately bad a depu-
tation waiting upon the Minister for
Lands with vegard to the renewal of
pastoral leases expiring i 1928, I am
pleazed to say that the deputation was
received cordiaiiy; and, although nothing
very definite resulted, we have the satis-
faction of knowing that the matter has
heen put before the public, and has set
people  thinking.  Although we have
14 years of our leases to run—which ap-
pears {o the outside public a very long
time—it ix net a long period when you
come to consider ihe difficulties involved
in and the time required for developing
A big pastoral eonntry, In faet, it is only
like a drop in the ccean. T have here a
copry of a little netice that I eut yesterday
onl of the Sunday Times.

Mr. Underwood: Good old Sunday
Times.
Mr. BLLIOTT: 1t refers to a new

pastoral lands company, and distinguished
names appear on the list. The ollice of
ile company is, eare of Mr. Thomas
Walker——

The Premier: Hooray!

My, ELTLIOTT: 1 tlink, in Thirlmere-
road. Mr, Collier is a partner, Mr. Ang-
win is a partner, and Mr. Johnson is an-
other. I think the only memher of the
Minislry who is excluded is Mr, Dedd,
He, I =uppose, could not get there in
time.  When vou understand that these
eenfleman of mature years, who never
before inlerfered in  pastoral matlers,
rush in with one accord and take shares
sueh as these, it scems as if something
has transpired which other people know
nothing of, When these political eagles
trom their peint of vantage in the hea-
vens swoop downward suddenly, the in-
ferenea is that they have discerned some-
thing in the shape of prey not visible
from o lower elevation; and the Ministry
must in that case expeet a section of the
people fo suspeet{ that they acted from
some inside information not available to
the public. I do not believe it. ¥
helieve {he methods and actions of
these gentlemen are worthy ones; and
T weleome this ¥Young company, because,
when the renewal of our lenses comes

na
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up for consideration, these gentlemen will
have some experience, some inside experi-
ence, of the trials and the expense in-
volved in working these leases—better
experienee than they could possibly get
while in their eomfortable ehairs in their
offices.

Hon. Frank Wilson:
will weleome them, too.

Mr., ELLIOTT: I can say this hon-
cstly, that T wish them the fullest measure
of snccess; and I hope that as time goes
on they will become healthy and wealthy,
and, as we are apt to call them, bloated
squatters, That is not meant offensively.

Hon, Frank Wilson: They are bloated
squatters now.

Mr. ELLIOTT: Now I come to the
subject of the freezers at Wyndham. I
think that the experience of shipping
stock, and the experience of the prices
of beef and mutton here during the last
few months must have convinced every-
one with a little common seuse that some
othier system is possible and necessary.
We have had enormous losses on the
“Kwinana” and also on the other hoat,
and we are forced to the conclusion that
the system which we adopt at present is
bollh obsolete and inhuman. 1 would
point aut that when you find 50 per eent.
—sometimes 4) per cent, and 30 per cent.
at others—of the cattle that are put on
board in robust heallh at Derby die with-
in 43 hours, you can realise that the suf-
ferings which the remaining cattle have to
go through are something terrible. T
would liken it fo the horrors of the slave
trade—the hnman slave trade—of 100
years ngo. We have ifs veplica to-day in
the stafe of those overcrowded cattle
steamers coming down our northern coast
under tropieal eonditions, 1 think the
8.P.C.A. should take this matter into cor
sideration, or at least should support the
establishinent of State freezers at Wynd-
ham. \When we consider the loss of
weight and lhe loss of stock, I snbmit
that that mortality and loss are to us a
retribution for our inhuman treatment.
I now furn to a subjeet on which I am
quite sure thie Premier will be all atten-
tion., I refer to the price of meat, I
wish te draw public attention from wmy

The liquidator
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place in this Honse to the andacious
statements made in the other Stales hy
the Premier and the Colonial Secretary,
that the Government had reduced the
price of meat in Western Australia by
3d. a pound. The Premier when he comes
hack to Western Anstralia does not ven-
ture to repeat that statement, but he says
here that he has prevented the price from
going up. T am eonversant with the irade
and I say unhesitatingly that never in the
historv of Western Australia has meat
been so expensive as it is fo-day. At
North Fremantle, in open competition,
mutton has heen fetching, I have
bheen assured—I was not there myself—
up fo 10d. and 10%4d. a pound. At the
same time the Government are selling
nmeat in lheir shops at 5d. per pound.

AMember: Sevenpence,

Mr. ELLIOTT: I have always re-
garded the Premier as a very happy look-
ing man with a very good digestion, bhut
I never regarded him in the light of a
conjuror: and the man who ean buy meat
at 10d. aud sell it al 7d. T regard very
mueh as T regard a conjuror or one of
those gentlemen whom you encounier on
the raceeourse. The only effect in my
opinion, and T am glad to say it was
drawn attention to by AMr. Holmes in
another place, is that these bhutchers’ shops
are ruining the smaller butchers. 1 sax
that this is dishonest frading in favonr
of a few. The Government add the loss
to the deficit. It is unfair competition.
1 have myself heen lo some of these meat
shops and I have found the meat to be
cheaper, bhut we must recollect the faet
that it is not exactly the same article
which is heing sold by other butchers.
The article retailed in the Government
shops 15 inferior, and meoreover, it is not
delivered; it is sold for cash, and conse-
quently only those people who live within
half a mile of the radius of the shop ecan
take advantage of it. I have it on the
anthority of leading butchers that the
consumption of meat in the State but-
chers’ shops is 20 carcases per week, The
consumption of the trade in the metro-
politan area is 700 carcases.

The Premier: If that is so what are
you making such a noise about?

{ASSEMBLY.}

Mr. ELLIOTT: The Premier claimed
that Western Australia was the only
State in which last vear the cost of living
was reduced.

The Premier: The figures I gave were
those of the Commenwealth Statistician.

Mr. BELLIOTT: T took it from the
Premier’s figures that groceries had eome
down from 26s. 114. to 24s. 11d. Tf the
facts given by the Premier are subsian-
tiated, then the claim for increased wagzes
on account of the inerease of living 1s
dishonest.

The Premier: I told vou we incrensed
the wages and lowered the cost of living.

Mr, BELLIOTT: I leave the Premier to
decide this point with his followers, T
make him a present of the argument, and
leave him to his own reflections. Com-

ing to ihe question of edueation, T
am sorry the Attorney General is
not here. I congratulate him o a

great extent on the way he lms con-
ducted the business of that depart-
ment, T have it on the anthority
of the Minister for Works that no less
than one school a week is being con-
strueted throughout the State, equalling
52 schools a vear. The permanent offi-
cers in the department should share in
the congratulations. (he Director of Fdu-
cation, the Chief Tnspector and the other
inspectors. The cry of free education
from kindergarten to the University io my
mind i5 somewhat diseonnted when we
reflect that the parents have to pay for
the hooks with which the children arve
supplied. T know where a family of five
or six is concerned the cost of hooks he-
eomes a serions item, and it exeeeds ihe
amount of the fecs previously charvged.
If the Minister brings in an amendment
to the Edueafion Act lie should eonsider
the quesiion of going the whole haow.

The Premier: You would not support
vour leader in imposing a charge of 2=
a week for children over 14,

Mr. ELLTOTT: T believe in free edu-
cation. With regard to the salaries paid
to teachers it should he universal that the
C grade shonld be entitled to considera-
tton. I think also that the A and B
grades are not sufficiently paid. Of
course I know it is a mafter of finance.
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On the goldfields, although drinks are
a shilling, living is no dearer than it
is in Geraldten or Bunbury. All com-
modilies are praclically as cheap on the
fielills as Lhey are at Geraldton, and if a
hving allowance is given to teachers on
the goldfields there should be a propor-
tionate allowance for plaees such as Ger-
aldton. Tt is a reasonable suggestion also
that free railway passes should be given
onge in two years to the teachers at schools
distant from Terth. I can speak minutely
and aceurately abont schools in Gerald-
ton, and this is a very serious matter. We
have two schools there, the central State
sehool. and the schiool at Bluff Point, 2%
miles out. This was recenily eonstrnefed,
but no quarters were provided for the
teacher, This is a matter whieh should
be attended fo. In Geraldton we have a
first elass school with a roll of between
G060 and 700 pupils, boys and givls, and
it ean scarcely be credited when T tell hon.
members that 150 of these are without
accommedation as to class rooms. The
position is that 50 are aceornmedated in
the Drnids’ Hall, which has only recently
heen engaged, and 100 children have to
be accommodated in the lavatories. Onr
education is compulsory, and it is com-
pulsory liere that they be taught in the
lavatories. I make the statement unblush-
ingly and without fear of contradiction.
that this Government are teachine 100
children in the lavatories of the Gerald-
ton school. This fact is known to the
Minister foy Education, beeause when he
went there on the occasion of the last
election he made a beautiful speech con-
taining heneyed words, and gave the chil-
dren a half holiday, and, by the way, I
woulil make this kind of thing an
offence on the eve of an election.

Tnstead of giving these children a half

loliday, he should have provided them
with decent class rooms. The matter was
brought under his notice, and a small
class room has been provided, but it is
only large enough to accomodate 50 chil-
drven, and the other 100 are still heing
tauglt in the lavatories. That is a point
T hope will nole, namely,
that 100 children in Geraldton are being
And the sani-

Hansard

taught in the lavatories.
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tary arrangements at the school are ab-
solutely obsolete. No improvement has
been made to those sanitary arrangements
for the last ten years. They have been
econdemned, and in the meantime the
number of children has quadrupled.

The Premier: For six years out of
those ten you had a Liberal Government
in power.

Mr, ELLIOTT: But why have you not
seen to it 7 This matler was brought to
the attention of the Attorney Gen-
eral at election time, and all he did was
to make a beantiful little speech to the
children and give them a half holiday.
Now we come to a matter which is of the
utmost impertance to Geraldton, namely,
the Yandanooka estate, which was pur-
chased in 1912, It contained 67,000 acres
of freehold and 69,000 acres of leasehold,
the price paid being £140,000. This was
purchased, of eourse, under the Agricul-
tural Lands Purchase Aet, which makes
provision for the purchase of land suit-
able for irnmediate settlement. The aver-
age for the whole estate—I am only tak-
ing the frechold portion—under the pro-
visions of the Act, and allowing for 20
vears’ terms, is £3 7s. 5d. per acre. The
selling pricé the Government have im-
pused on the 24,000 acres cut up is £4
7s. 2d. per acre, or 19s. 9d. above the
average of tlie whole estate. Irom per-
sonal knowledge [ can say that the land
cut up was absolutely the worst portion
of the estate. It was offered at praectic-
ally £1 above the average price for the
whole estate. Had the whole of the pro-
perty been dealt with under Section 12
of the Aect, which is mandatory, the por-
tion receutly thrown open could have
buen written down 20s. leaving a balanee
of 43,000 acres to earry a charge of £3
19s. per acre, or about Bs. less than the
price asked for the skimmed milk
portion,  Naturally, very little land
was sold. The people came down, and
seeing the price imposed upon it went
back withoui even bothering to inspect
it. The land was thrown open in March,
and withdrawn in June. Some 800 acres
were applied for by certain squabters,
there happening to be two or three little
blocks required.  The general publie,



when they saw thal the lund was being
overloaded, naturally went off without
making any purchases,

Mr, Underwood: Xow did they get on
at Oakabella?

Mr. ELLIOTT: Every block has been
sold.

The Premier: What about Narratarra?

Mr. ELLIOTT: The whole of that is
selected also. The inference is obvious;
it is that no honest attempt has been
mzade to dispose of that Yandanooka es-
tate under the mandatory scetions of the
Act. I contend that it has not been
done. ' The Government have sold only a
very small portion of the estate, and have
loaded the land with £2 an acre, which is
absolutely unjustified by the Act, Ob-
vipusly it was never intended thal the land
should be selected. The land was only
opened for three months before it was
withdrawn, 1 have searched the Act
and ecan find no power under whieh the
land can be withdrawn from sale. Of
course the whole thing has been done in
the interesis of the butchers’ shops and
the State steamers. The Government
know perfeetly well that the only chanee
they have to make a suceess of these
miserable fetishes is through the Yanda-
nooka estate, If the esiate fails them
the whale thing falls to pieces like a
pack of cards. This land was bonght in
the interests of closer settlement, and it
is now withdeawn from sale and is being
run in the Interests of the Dbutchers’
shops. It is a grazing farm to-day. If
the mandatorv sections of the Aect had
hecn earried out, there would have been
30,000 aeres of this land nnder crop this
vear, produeing, 1 should say, not less
than 18 bushels to the aere, or 180 thous-
and bags of wheat valued at £50,000. I
wonld commend the Government for hav-
ing employed as manager of the Yanda-
nooka estate a gentleman than whom
they could not find a better in Western
Australia. He is an old squatter, and he
knows the position from the first verse
in Genesis fo the last in Revelations. Fle
does not want these “cockies,” as they are
ealled, messing about the eslate which
lie has to administer, and T assume he has
advised the Government that they should

[ASBEMBLY.]

put a high price on the land and, if if is
not seid, shut it np again for the next
twelve months. That is the position.

The Premier: It shows good judg-
ment, anyhow.

Mr., ELLIOTT: His judgment iz all
righi from the buteher shop point of view,
but what about the Geraldton point of
view? The people of Geraldton claim
that this land should be producing wheat
and stock for their port and thal £MLDOO
worth of wheat should have gone lo Geor-
aldton (his year. The Governmeni have al-
Iowed these glaring [laults to continne,
but a remedy will not be suggested hy
the manager of the estate. Yandanoaka
was purchased for closer setilement aud
the Government have no authority 10 evi-
finue as at present.

The Premier: 8o were the otlier (wo
estates.

Mr. ELLIOTT: The law is mandaiory
and should be carried oul. The people
of Geraldion have regarded the question
of harbonr improvement with disappoini-
ment and expectancy. The Minister for
Works promised that he would not return
to Gieraldton without having the plans of
a lLarbour approved by Cabinet in lis
pocket. The other day he came there and
said he required further data. ‘The Mia-
ister has had six months since the ln-
gineer-in-Chief returned from Fngland in
whiell to proecure this dala and has had
ample iime to provide plans for harbours
for Albany and Bunbury, 1 hope T will
have the assistance of (he members for
those distriets. T have a telegram. re-
ceived from Bunbury, expressing the hope
that T would he elected {0 assist that pore.
and new that the hon. members for Bun-
bury and Albany have arrived in shoal
water, T appeal Fo them to assist me with
their svmpathy, work and speech.

Mr. Folev: Will vou support the mam-
her for the district in regavd to 1he i'=-
perauce harbour?

Mr, ELLIOTT:
proper time comes.

The Premier: You will not he here
then.

My, ELLIOTT: That will make it ail
the hetter, If, in advecaiing additions (o
the Geraldton harbour. T am committing

Certainly, when (he
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what miglt be deseribed as polilieal hara-
kiri, I do not care; I am fighting for Ger-
aldton and it does not matter whether I
am rveturned, or whether AMr. Heitmann
15 elected 1o represent this constituency.
I am here at present to fight for my dis-
frict. and 1 infend to do it. Geraldton is
a dislviel with a magnificent hinterland,

producing  gold, wheat, lead, and other
cotnmodities.  Bunbury is only 100 miles

from Fremantle, while Geraldton is 300
miles distant, T believe I have the svm-
pathy of the Minister for Works. He ad-
mits that the prospecis of Geraldion are
superior to those of any outport in West-
ern Australia. In the near fufure 1 he-
lieve that it will be the seecond port in
Western Auslralia, Last year 500,000
bags of wheat were handled there and,
thongh T do not carve to venture into Lhe
fields of prophecy. [ believe that in iwo
vears this quantity will be doubled,

The Premier: 1t is going ahead under
the Labour Administration.

Mr. ELLIOTT: The Geraldton people
are consequently verv anxiouns regarding
the harbour. When the llinister for
Works vistled the fown previously he
promised railways, water supplies, and
schools, which lave not eventuated, and
concluded his speeeh by stating “Geutle-
men, T beheve vou will return Mr. Heil-
mann. il you do not I shall consider thar
you do nal approve of our poliey and do
not require ihese works, and we will then
have to veconsider our position,”” This
was a seandalous statement to make.

Hon, Frank Wilson: Disgraceful!

Mr., ELLIOTT: I do not believe that
the Minister weant what he said. Tn my
associations with him I have found hmm
to he most eourteous.

Hon, Frank Wilson: He is pretty cun-
ning.

Yr. ELLIOTT: T admit that T am dis-
appointed in him. One can afford lo
disconnt the promises he made on the
eve of the election, hut recently, before
the business men of Geraldton and repre-
sentatives of the eouneil, the Minister for
Works slated that he requirved olher dala
before the harbour improvements could be
proeeeded with. He =aid there were three
plans extant and that the data required
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would be available at the end of the
month. He promised ihat within seven
days from the date of receiving that in-
formation from the REngineer-in-Chief,
Cabinel’s decision regarding the plan to
be adopted would be anncunced. I be-
lieve that the Minister will keep his

promise. I cannot conceive that the Gov-
ernment  committed 1o deeenlralisation

will, ns a result of polilical ¢ins or mis-
takes at the last elections, act other ihan
honestly and honourably by Geraldton., I
shall be extremelv disappointed if in the
course of two or (hree days we do not hear
something definite from him.

Hon. Frank Wilson: Yon will be dis-
appoinled; there is no question abont
that.

My ELLIOTT: T do not desire to abuse
o menace the Government. Recently the
Sunday Times published a parcagraph
stating that the Government had evidently
agiven up all liope of heating old Sam
Biliolt at the next election, and added,
“We know fhis becanse they have given
a liarbour 1o Albany and another lo Bun-
bury, but none to Geraldion.” If the
Government wish to heat me they should
give Geraldton, nol onlv a harbhour, bat
the hest harbour that the finances of
Western Australia can afford.

On motion by Mr. Foley, debale ad-
journed.

House adjourned 10.59 p.m.



